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A Message from Don Williams, Incoming Director 
 

   Elections in every October determine who the officers for the SDPS-CCCA region will be for the 
following “year.” The year, as determined by the National Club, goes from November 1st of the year 
of the elections, though October 31st of the following calendar year. 
   Your new director for this year is me, Don Williams. I am one of the founding members of our 
local SDPS region, and have been a member since 1992.  I have also been the club secretary for 
those 23 years, recording proceedings of club meetings.  I decided to volunteer to be considered 
for the office of Director in September, prior to our October election meeting.  The nine member 
board voted me into the Director’s position in our October 4th election meeting. 
   I have had “the old car disease” (a severe and non-recoverable illness) since early childhood. At 
the age of 6, I had a dream (night-time dream) of driving a classic old racing car down a winding 
country road.  My aunt had a 1946 Chrysler (nc) with those white metal or plastic (“toilet seat”) rims 
to make up for the unavailable white wall tires after the war had ended.  Later in that same year, 
she had driven over a dry dusty road to our house for a visit, and I went out to see her car (I had 
never before seen a Chrysler) and curiosity got the better of me while I dusted the white dusty 
wheel rims with my fingers.  Sick?  Yes!   And it has been downhill since then.  
   My first car was a 1941 Buick Special sedan (nc).  My second car was a 1947 Buick Super con-
vertible.  An upgrade but still an “nc”.  My third car was a 1947 Cadillac series 62 sedan, which 
later became a designated Classic Car®. When I bought my Cadillac, the Classic Car Club of 
America did exist, but I don’t think a 1947 Cadillac was old enough then to be a designated “true” 
classic.  A friend of mine in high school bought a 1941 Cadillac series 62 sedan with only 17,000 
miles on it. The car looked new then.  And he still has the car, decades later.  It was his every-day 
“driver” in high school and college and law school, and does not look new anymore. But is has 
been garaged for the past few decades.  Like I said above, this is a non-recoverable illness. 
   In 1993 I bought my first genuine (officially certified) classic. A 1933 Pierce-Arrow Club Sedan 
with only 33,000 miles since new, and a 1947 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet.  The Lincoln, in con-
trast to the Pierce, had undergone extensive restoration prior to my obtaining it. Both cars be-

longed to Glen Yaeckel, one of the founding members of our 
club, whose untimely death made both cars available to 

me. Glen’s goal was to take both cars to Peb-
ble Beach,      continued p. 2  
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Don’s Messsage cont. 
so they were in the process of being readied for that challenge.  I had worked with Glen on both of the cars during the years he owned 
them, and I knew what fine cars they would be to purchase.   Both cars were (and are) beautiful, and mechanically sound.  Both have 
won awards at CCCA events over the years. And I didn’t have to restore either of them, which is my idea of the right approach. To say 
that I enjoy my two classic cars, and all the other classic cars in the club, would be a “classic” understatement.  (Ha ha.) 
   I look forward to working in unison with our current board of directors to create interesting tours and events for all of us and our cars; 
and enjoying the fellowship that is part of each of these events.   We will strive, to the best of our ability, in a part of the country where 
high-speed freeways are the daily norm, (and even sometimes necessary) to find enjoyable roads where our cars can tour at the 35 to 
50 mph range that they were designed for -- before freeways were even invented.  Imagine that!  The biggest thing on our event hori-
zon at present is the March 11 – 13 Grand Classic in Rancho Santa Fe. Other tours are in their planning stages. 
“Happy motoring” was the Esso gas station motto in the 1950’s.  That is our wish and our goal now. 

                                                 Don Williams, Director SD/PS Classic Car Club of America 

 

San Diego Weather Enhances Our Holiday Tour and Party 
                                                                                                                                          Story and photos by Vicki Zeiger 

 
   Twenty five of our members, associates and guests enjoyed an incredibly beautiful day December 5th at our Holiday Tour along the 
Silver Strand in Coronado.  We then drove on to  Bob and Ann Steiner’s stately home for a beautifully served luncheon. The tour 
started in South Bay at J street, and then wound up along the Silver Strand, traveling next to the deep blue Pacific Ocean on the left 
and  impressive downtown San Diego skyline on our right. We passed by the Del Coronado Hotel, by North Island Military Base, and 
then back down the Strand to Bob and Ann’s home. What made it so enjoyable was the fantastic weather which permitted Bob to 
place picnic tables outside on the grounds, where we could all relax and talk and enjoy a casual, wonderful day which ended with 
everyone mingling around Bob’s Classic Car collection.    Our new Director, Don Williams thanked the Steiner’s  for hosting and draw-
ing out the tour route.   Don emphasized his hope that we will have an abundance of tours this year. Everyone commented that our 

Tour and Holiday luncheon was a great way to start the Holiday Season.  
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Charles (Chuck) 

LaRocco 
May 25, 1926 — January 8, 2016 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Chuck LaRocco, a long-time mem-
ber of the Palm Springs contin-
gent of our CCCA, has passed af-
ter a lengthy illness.  

   Chuck was born in suburban 
Chicago.  Right after graduation 
from high school he joined the 
Navy and served in the Pacific 
Theater until 1946.  Chuck re-
turned to the states and studied at 
the University of Illinois and 
graduated in 1950.  

   He began a career in trade show 
exhibitions and continued in the 
field when he moved to California 
in 1970. He eventually started his 
own business and later retired. 
Since 2004 he has lived in Palm 
Springs.  Chuck iss survived by 
his partner of 32 years, Joel Cut-
ler, and extended family. 

   A celebration of Chuck’s life will 
be held in the near future. 

      TOURS & EVENTS FOR 2016 
    We adopted the slogan "The purpose of this club is to drive our cars and have 
fun" when we formed the region in 1992.  For the past 23 years we have done a 
good job of maintaining that mantra and I hope to continue this pattern for the 
new year 
   Since it is unlikely that every member will be able to participate in every offer-
ing, we are scheduling a variety of events, beginning with a tour the day before 
Super Bowl. The activity for March will be our Grand Classic which I hope all of 
us will support. 
   I will be sending out a date and event list for April through July in mid-January. 
By that time I will have received dates from other car clubs, to avoid too many 

conflicts which of course are always inevitable.   
 
 

 SATURDAY, FEB.6th  TOUR  

TO PALA RESERVATION 

 
   Fifty percent of the land in San Diego County is government owned or con-
trolled and some of that is designated as Native American Reservations.  San 
Diego County has the highest number of reservations in the U.S. though not the 
largest amount of acreage. Arizona and New Mexico have that honor.  Pala Res-
ervation is just east of Fallbrook, but we will get there on rural roads just out of 
Escondido.  You may return home on Old Highway 395 or the I-15.  The north 
country countryside is beautifully green this time of year and Pala is much more 
a town than other nearby reservations.  
   Time, meeting place and details will be in the January notice, but please put 
the date on your calendar.   
    I am away from San Diego frequently so my cell phone # 619/222-0072 is the 
best way to reach me. 
                    

                                                Nick Fintzelberg 
                                    Tour Director 

                                    Email: nckfntzlbrg.com 

                               Phone: 619-222-0072 

 

 

                        Addendum: There will be no tour in January. Nor 
will there be a tour, as such, in March. Our region will be hosting a 
Grand Classic March 11th through 13th, in Rancho Santa Fe. A 
Grand Classic takes a great deal of time and preparation to or-
ganize, and will serve as the main event for our club, in place of a 
tour, for the month of March. 

Don Williams,  Director SD/PS Region 
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CCCA San Diego/Palm Springs Region  

GRAND CLASSIC 
March 11-13, 2016 

at the historic Inn at Ranch Santa Fe 

Rancho Santa Fe, CA  
Enjoy the newly renovated spa, golf privileges, low room rate 

Registration Form available in the Nov., 2015 CCCA Bulletin 

Contact Carl Zeiger: czeiger@cox.net or  858-756-9444 

Invites you to an exceptional 



 

 

                                  March 11-13, 2016                                                                             
by Carl Zeiger   
 Mark your calendars NOW for the March  CCCA GRAND CLASSIC to be held by our region at The Inn at 
Rancho Santa Fe. The NCAA College basketball tournament starts later in March, but treat yourself and your 
guest to a “staycation” weekend where you will experience the thrill of seeing many beautiful Classic cars dis-
played on the front lawn of the iconic Inn at Rancho Santa Fe. 

SD/PS MEMBERS WORKING ON THE EVENT  

Carl Zeiger will be Event Coordinator. In addition, the team includes Barbara Daigle, Nick Fintzelberg, Jim 
Greene, Jack Heacock, Linnea Shoberg, Bob Steiner, Carl Stewart, Denise Stewart, Eric Voigt, Linda Voigt 
and Vicki Zeiger. Carl and Eric who will serve as  Chief Judges, will be looking for volunteers close to the event 
date and all qualified judges are encouraged to sign up for judging when registering.  Linda Voigt, Tabulating 
Coordinator, will also be looking for tabulators. Carl said, “We are trying to attract great Classic Cars from 
around the country and we need our own members to bring their Classics. Our members have exquisite exam-
ples of the Classic Era  and I hope they will bring them to be judged or for exhibition.” 

ROOM RATES AT THE INN AT RANCHO SANTA FE 

Room rates will be $209 per night excluding tax.  You will not pay a Resort Fee either!  This rate is only $9.00 
more than what was charged in 2006 even though the hotel recently went through a $20 million renovation and 
has added a spa.  Reservations for hotel rooms must be in by January 15, 2016 to qualify for this rate.  Reser-
vations can be made by calling the hotel directly at 1-800-843-4661. 

SCHEDULE 

Friday, the weekend will begin at 3:00 PM until 5:00 PM with registration in our private hotel bungalow on the 
grounds of the hotel.  We will have this room available to us for the entire weekend to serve as our Hospitality 
Suite and for Event Registration.  

Dinner will be held pool side beginning at 7:00 PM after no host cocktails at 6:00 PM.   

Saturday the Grand Classic will begin with car placement on the hotel lawn beginning at 8:00 AM.  The Hospi-
tality Suite will also open at 8:00 AM.  The Judges and Tabulators breakfast will begin at 8:30 AM in the Cro-
quet Cottage.  Judging will begin at 9:30 AM. The hotel will make food and drinks available for purchase near 
the field and there will be many other options available for breakfast, lunch and snacks—all within a few steps 
of the hotel. Breakfast can be on the terrace at the hotel overlooking the field or at Thyme in the Ranch bakery 
or great coffee can be purchased at a tiny coffee shop called Positano. And ice cream, snacks and sand-
wiches can be purchased throughout the day at numerous spots around the village. 

Saturday night events will begin at 6:30 PM with no host cocktails on the Azalea lawn, followed by a sit down 
dinner in the Azalea Room at 7:30 PM.  Dinner will be followed by the Awards Ceremony and a photographic 
presentation of the Classics on display. 

Sunday the cars can begin moving off the lawn at 8:00 AM if they are still on the lawn from the day before.  
Sunday morning we will caravan up Torrey Pines providing views of stunning cliffs and picturesque beaches to 
the private collection of San Diego/Palm Springs member, John Ellison, who has graciously opened his re-
nowned collection to our group that day.  

We ask you to mark your calendars now and to please make every effort to attend this fantastic event as mem-
bers of the SD/PS Region, hosting this event. Carl also mentioned that everyone could have a lot of fun specu-
lating about March Madness starting just a few days after our Grand Classic.  

And, imagine YOUR Classic Car displayed on the manicured grounds of the famous Inn at Rancho Santa Fe; 
favorite vacation spot of Bing Crosby, Norma Talmadge, Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford. If you don’t 
want to bring your Classic, come out anyway and enjoy the weekend with other CCCA members! 

Registration forms are available in the November Issue of the Bulletin.  

MARCH MADNESS IN RANCHO SANTA FE  
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LEO CARRILLO CAR MEET WITH CCCA, PACKARD and 

PIERCE- ARROW CLUBS A HIT! 
    November 21st marked the date of this fantastic Car meet  and show which included three great Clubs. 

Thanks to our members Linnea Shoberg and Steve Ross for putting this together. There were some won-

derful Classics on-hand, plus a few non-

classics joined us which added to the fun. Club 

member Catherine Woolsey, who arrived driv-

ing her newly acquired Pierce-Arrow provided 

all of the food arrangements. 

   We had a “ People ’ s  Choice ”  award pre-

sented to Mike Adams, our SD/PS Club  mem-

ber. Mike drove away with the Grand Prize for 

his  1925 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost.  

   After lunch, we enjoyed a tour of the Ranch 

grounds, which are magnificent!  Leo Carrillo, 

a movie star of the thirties and forties ,  estab-

lished the ranch as his getaway from the Holly-

wood lifestyle.  However, he often entertained 

celebrities at the ranch in Carlsbad.  Cozy 

guest houses are close to the main casa. 

                Story and photos by Vicki Zeiger 

 

 

( A bove )  Color,  

and style attract the 

eye to this lineup of 

Classic Cars  outside 

Carrillo’s hacienda 

in Carlsbad. 

 

 

 

( L eft )  Part of 

the field at the Leo 

Carrillo Ranch tri-

ple club outing 
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Ernie Follis’s 1933 Pierce-Arrow 12, 

1236 Coupe.  The car used to be-

long to Hollywood  Star Ginger 

Rogers. 

 

 

 

 

 

This 1925 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost, 

owned by Mike Adams, took the Leo 

Carrillo Event Award  

 

 

 

 

Catherine Woolsey brought a bit of 

glam to the event with her period 

costume and her  

1930 Pierce-Arrow 8 B Salon, 4 

Door Sedan 



 

Octane: What is it, 

and why do we 

care?                                
Or, if we don ’ t care, 

why does our engine 

care? 

    Contributed by Don Williams 

  Octane is basically a measure of how 
quickly gasoline burns. Most people think 
that gasoline in the cylinder just explodes.  
Boom, and it is done. But that is not actually 
the case.  
Actually, different gasolines burn in an ad-
vancing front in a cylinder at differing 
speeds.   The easiest analogy is that of 
lighting a field of dry grass with a spark, and 
watching the flame-front move across the 
field, until  all the grass is burned. This 
“advancing-front burn” is the ideal for our 
engines. This is far different from exploding 
a stick of dynamite in the middle of the 
grassy field. Automobile engines cannot 
manage the explosion in a cylinder any 
better than a grassy field can manage a 
stick of dynamite, and remain intact. 
  The term “knocking” (or “pinging”) in an 
engine is a literal description of the noise 
that is made within the engine cylinder if the 
burning of the gasoline vapor is more like 
dynamite, and less like the grassy field 
analogy. 
  So, if you are reading this, you might think 
“who cares about rate-of-burn?” Rate of 
burn is actually the central concern about 
octane rating, as rate of burn is directly 
correlated with horsepower, and fuel econ-
omy.  Auto engineers wanted more power 
and greater fuel economy to enable them to 

build  enclosed (and therefore heavier) 
cars, made of steel (for safety and durabil-
ity) instead of wood, and cars that could 
manage hills and higher speeds. No more 
the embarrassment of asking all the pas-
sengers to get out of your 1912 Brush and 
needing them to push the car and the driver 
up a hill.  (An actual event involving two SD
-PS club members.) The so-called 
“horsepower-race” that allegedly began in 
the 1950’s began with the very earliest 
cars.  
   Years ago, automotive engineers created 
the concept of Octane Rating by creating 
an arbitrary measure of the degree of 
smoothness in a burn, ranging from (A) the 
instant explosion (bad for the engine, very 
stressful for the top of the piston, and for 
the instantaneous pressure rise to about 
3,000 pounds) and (B) the slow-burn (good 
for the engine, applying the increase of 
pressure on the head of the piston gradu-
ally and effectively.) The higher the cylinder 
pressure, the more likely the engine will 
knock.  Of course all this happens so 
quickly (in about 1/250th of a second) that it 
is easy to just think of it as an explosion. 
But the rate-of-burn could be measured 
even with the modern technology of the 
1930’s, and is a crucial factor in engine 
design. 
   For the sake of simplicity, the octane 
scale is given a score of zero for the worst-
burning (i.e. exploding) fuel. This happens 
to be heptane, which comes from Jeffry 
Pines growing on the Pacific Coast. The 
best burning fuel is pure iso-octane, (which 
is made from an alcohol) and was given an 
octane score of 100. 
   For example, if a gasoline is matched in 
knocking properties by a mixture of 70% 
octane and 30% heptane, it has an octane 
rating of 70. The higher the octane rating, 

the   slower the burn rate. High compres-
sion engines need the ideal slow burn rate. 
   This leads to the central aspect of octane 
ratings, specifically “compression ratios.” 
The term compression ratio is easy to de-
fine. If a cylinder would hold one pint at the 
top of the piston stroke, and would hold six 
pints at the bottom of the piston stroke, the 
compression ratio would be six-to-one. This 
was the compression ratio in a 1933 Pierce-        
Arrow V-12, an advanced design for its 
time.  By 1936 Packard had achieved a 
whopping 7 to 1 ratio in its V-12. Compres-
sion ratio advanced all the way to 7.25 to 1 
by 1941, in a Cadillac.  By 1962 it was in 
the 10 to 1 ratio, in a Lincoln Continental. It 
took a surprisingly long time (six or seven 
decades) to reach the wonderfully fuel effi-
cient and powerful 10 to 1 compression 
ratios that are allowed by higher octane 
fuels. 
   In the late 1930’s, the highest octane fuel 
available for automobiles was a whopping 
78.  In the ‘20’s, octane ratings ranged from 
40 to 60. Today, in California, the lowest 
octane gasoline available is 87. So the oc-
tane ratings for fuel for cars have changed 
greatly over time. We are  unable to buy 
anywhere today (in the U.S.A.) such low 
quality fuels as our cars from the ‘20’s and 
‘30’s and even ‘40’s ran on. So, today, we 
can put the lowest octane fuel we can pos-
sibly find in our elegant classic cars, no 
matter how many cylinders they have, and 
they are totally happy.  
   During the early years of the 20th century 
octane rating was crucial, and engines were 
designed to run well on the then-available 
octane-rating of the fuel. With technology, 
over the decades, chemical engineers were 
able to increase the octane rating of gaso-
line (at a reasonable cost to consumers) to 
permit engine development towards higher 
compression ratios. The whole point of  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  

Tech Corner 

Edited by Carl Stewart                   classic.carl@hotmail.com 
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Tech Corner cont. 
higher compression ratios is that the higher 
the compression ratio, the more power is 
gotten out of each ignition in each cylinder, 
which increases fuel economy greatly. 
In Summary  

Today our older cars are notorious for their 
abysmal fuel economy, which cannot be 
improved upon, given the low-compression-
ratio design of our heavyweight-and-
handsome but inefficient Classic Cars. The 
central point of this brief article is that, in  

the few decades of Classic Car production, 
compression ratios and their inherent com-
panion of octane ratings, increased sub-
stantially, making for vast improvements in 
engine power and fuel economy.  
 

The Kentucky CARavan                                                                                                                by Vicki Zeiger 

 Who Wears it Better? 
                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  September 25th through October 3rd, 2015 marked the dates for the beautiful and fun event we attended 

through the Bluegrass country of Kentucky. Several of our regional members had planned to attend, but as it 

worked out only Carl and I were from our region. This was considered a “ Hub ”  tour which meant that we 

stayed in the same hotel for the entire duration of the trip. And, this worked very well because we stayed at 

the historic Gratz Park Inn, located in the heart of old Lexington. Each morning Carl and I with others would 

walk about a half a mile to the meeting location which was at the Hilton Hotel also downtown. We loved it be-

cause each day we would get a little exercise and I could start my day with a stop at Starbucks. 

   I should also mention that we did not take a Classic on this trip but actually “ hitched ”  a ride with John and     

Dianne Kernan in their 1947 Cadillac rather than ship a car. This is a common occurrence so if you are ever 

interested in attending but don ’ t want to ship a car. Check to see who might be going on a tour and see if 

they would like company. It was quite enjoyable! 

   The roads were gorgeous and the historic relevance of what we saw was inspiring! 

   First day, we traveled to Boone Tavern and witnessed a glass blowing exhibition of the famous Stephen  

Powell. His work is in numerous museums worldwide. A nice thing about this tour is that the restaurants for 

dinner were all in walking distance of our hotel and we could sign up for the restaurant of our choice each 

day. The restaurants were all charming and our group enjoyed the variety of beautifully prepared cuisine. 

   We traveled to scenic Red River Gorge which is a very interesting place very high in the Blue Ridge Moun-

tains. John, Dianne, Carl and I took the Gondola up and then decided to take the trail down. After about a 2 

hour trek, we read the brochure once we got down to the bottom.  Then we learned that there are 2 fatalities 

each year and numerous falls from that trail. It was quite an experience! 

   Of course, we were in horse country and a highlight was going to “ Old Friends ”  Farm for a guided tour of 

retired thoroughbred stallions. We also toured the Kentucky Horse Park and saw the grave of the famous 

Man of War. Another treat was to tour the local Toyota Plant. 

   A special stop was a tour of Buffalo Trace Distillery which makes Ol ’  Pappy bourbon aged 23 years! Yum! 

The last day CARavaners were treated to a private Chalet at Keeneland Racetrack for the races.  Connie 

Jones had arranged for the ladies to purchase “ Opening Day ”  hats for the event.  

   Now the question: who wears it better?                                                                        More photos next page 
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( Above )  The Zeigers and Kentucky CARavaners  met for 

dinner each night in a different downtown Lexington , res-
taurant. 

( Above )  Driving up  the Red River Gorge, John 

Kernan takes in the scenery in his 1947 Cadillac 
8 ,62 convertible. 

( Above )  Johnny Crowell’s 1923 Marmon Speedster 

was part of the  Kentucky CARavan. 

British To Invade 

SD Automotive Museum In Balboa Park 

 February 5th to May 27th.  

   The museum will have some unusual award winning British 

cars ranging mostly from the 50s onward. They will be discuss-

ing the history of British car manufacturing and British culture 

trends that had an impact in the U.S.   Some of the cars in the 

current line up are the Daimler SP 250, the Jowett Jupiter, a 

TVR Vixen and a Jaguar Mark V. Saloon. 

 

 

Man of War 

Burial site 

at the  

Kentucky Horse 

Park 
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My Lincoln Continental 

in the Pebble Beach 

Concours continued 

                         by Tom Wright 

  Preparation  

   With a preservation car care 

must be taken with what is done 

in the way of repairs and other 

work.  

   One guideline I use is that al-

most anything that would have 

been done at the corner service 

station when the car was young is 

appropriate for a preservation car. 

This obviously includes cleaning 

the car and doing the recom-

mended service items. Minor re-

pairs also fit this mold. Initially I 

repaired a broken throttle return 

spring, making the car drivable. I 

learned the ignition timing is done 

with the distributer removed from 

the car and put on a test machine 

that was fairly common years ago 

but uncommon now. My friend 

who had owned one of these cars 

suggested I buy a second distrib-

uter and coil so I could send one 

away for adjustment while using 

the other. As part of the recom-

mended tune up, I installed the 

extra distributer and coil I bought. 

I felt this might also help the top 

end performance because I sus-

pected the centrifugal advance  

wasn ’ t operating perfectly.  

   The service task list had 28 

items! That would never be toler-

ated in today ’ s era of high labor 

costs but fortunately my time is 

free.  

   I installed a rebuilt rear trans-

mission mount to improve the 

clutch chatter when starting in first 

gear.  

   I spent considerable time diag-

nosing an intermittent failure of 

the overdrive to engage. The sys-

tem is surprisingly complicated. 

Ultimately I found the electrical 

components all worked properly 

and the problem was caused by 

two loose connections. This prob-

lem combined the three worst at-

tributes a car problem can have: it 

was intermittent; it was electrical; 

and there were two problems at 

once. It wasn ’ t  until I had done a 

half dozen test drives with the 

overdrive engaging several times 

each trip   when it was supposed 

to that I finally knew the problem  

was fixed.  

   I had the clock repaired. It runs 

for a while after I set it and then 

dozes off.  

   I took the car to a Lincoln meet 

at the Queen Mary in 2014 where 

it was judged by very knowledge-

able Lincoln experts. I replaced 

some cooling and heater parts, 

finding some correct used clamps 

for some and new old stock for 

others. They confirmed my suspi-

cion that one piece of carpeting is 

not original. Other than that the 

car is amazingly untouched. ( I 

absolutely loved staying on the 

Queen Mary. Art deco every-

where! )   

   My last repair was replacing a 

small missing part on the converti-

ble top frame.  

   Then I had the car detailed. I 

explained to the detailer the ap-

proach to be taken so I didn ’ t  

end up with inappropriate appear-

ance anywhere.  

                           Cont. next page 
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The Tour d ’ Elegance  

   Pebble Beach is more than the 

Concours. Thursday is the tour. 

Cars in the Concours are invited on 

the tour. Should there be a tie in 

the Concours judging, a car that 

participates wins over one that has 

not. My class was not being judged 

but I was anxious to go regardless. 

Over 180 cars took part. We toured 

parts of “ the peninsula, “  as we 

insiders call it ( just kidding )  and 

drove to Big Sur and back on the 

coast highway. 

   There were literally hundreds of 

people along the route taking pic-

tures of every car. Some felt com-

pelled to bring their collector cars to 

their favorite viewing sites. The 

scenery was stunning although I 

must report that I missed much of it 

because a 67 year-old car is a lot 

more work to drive than a modern 

one. Nevertheless, I enjoyed it thor-

oughly.  

   Arrival in Carmel might have 

been the highlight of the whole 

Pebble Beach experience. There 

were large numbers of people 

cheering for each car and we were 

about 120th in the parade! I was 

reminded of the end of a marathon, 

where huge numbers of people 

cheer home the runners. We joined 

the mass of cars that ultimately 

filled the streets of downtown. The 

guard in my car ’ s area reported a 

strange situation: she was finding it 

difficult to 

keep people 

from touch-

ing my car 

( b ut not oth-

ers ) . In-

deed, while 

we spoke a 

man leaned 

close to a 

fender and 

gently, al-

most rever-

e n t l y , 

touched it 

with the tip of 

his index fin-

ger! We couldn ’ t  figure out the 

compulsion. No harm, no foul.  

   The only situation I felt was mis-

handled during all the events was 

the very end of the tour, where we 

had to slog through a mile of stop 

and go because the traffic control-

lers didn ’ t  take full advantage of 

the space available where we 

ended to speed things along.  

           . (Top )  Hundreds of cars 

gather at the Tour d’Elegance.  Some 
were being judged, but others be-
longed to spectators. 

 

     (Bottom )  Tom Wright’s friend 

Brad sent him this photo of him, the 
magnificent  scenery and  his 1947  
Lincoln Continental  Cabriolet.  
 

             To be continued next edition 


