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   Linnea  Shoberg ’ s  1934 Pierce-Arrow 12 cylinder  Enclosed Drive Li-

mo 1248A is ready for the tour. 

 

  Event Planner Ernie Follis ’ s guest, Margot Jahn, ( left )  on the July 

North County event was the perfect match for member Lynne Wheeler 

( r ight )  who was riding in a beautiful 1930 Packard 8 726 Sedan. The 

classic was restored by Lynne ’ s husband Steve and his dad many years 

ago and was recently brought back into running order.  

                                                                                      Top photo by Bill Manishor 

August North County Tour Draws a Crowd 

                                             More on p. 5. 



 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
   Sept. Event postponed 
    Nov.13  Annual Regional Business Meeting  fol-

lowed by lunch at Hernando ’ s Hideaway near Lake 

Hodges.  Details coming later by email.                            

    Dec. 4  Tour and Annual Holiday Party on Mission 

Bay.  Meet at MB Info Ctr. at 10:30.  Luch at noon at the 

Bahia Hotel. Look for more details coming soon by 

email.                                                                 

                   REGION  DIRECTOR’S  MESSAGE  FOR  AUTUMN  

AND  WINTER, 2016 

   We have two events scheduled for the four months remaining in this calendar year. 

   The first event will be the Annual Meeting, scheduled for November 13. The National Club requires us to 

have an annual meeting prior to November 15 of each year, at which we announce the election results for 

board members for the year ahead. Prior to the meeting, ballots will be sent out listing members whose 

three year terms are expiring, and names of people who have volunteered to be placed on the ballot for 

board membership. Linnea Shoberg has announced to me that she will not be running for re-election this 

year. 

   So we will need to replace or renew four board member terms. Ballots will be sent out shortly. Anyone 

wanting to be on our board to help plan activities and club events is encouraged to let anyone on the board 

know, so that we can add your name to the ballot. We would really love to have some new people partici-

pating on the board. New ideas come from new people! 

   For this meeting we will plan a drive from the parking lot of the ( old and closed )  information center on 

Mission Bay, to Hernandez Restaurant on Lake Hodges. Those members living in North County have the 

option, of course, of going directly to the restaurant if they do not want to drive south and then north again. 

The specific route will be announced later in a flyer to members.  Hernandez Hideaway is a time-tested en-

joyable meeting place with good and safe parking for our cars, and a nice enclosed patio that is just the 

right size for our lunch gathering.  And the food is really enjoyable. 

   The last event of the year will be a holiday lunch on December 4th, a Sunday, at the Bahia Hotel on Mis-

sion Bay. We will organize a tour, again from the Mission Bay information center, going up to the top of Mt. 

Soledad to enjoy the great view, and then down through La Jolla and on to Mission Beach, where the Bahia 

is located. Once at the hotel itself, we will have safe parking for our classic cars, and an enjoyable lunch 

overlooking the bay. If fifty or more people sign up, we may even be able 

to afford lunch on the William D. Evans, the Bahia ’ s Mississippi Stern-

wheeler, which plies the bay during the lunch. We have previously been 

able to enjoy spectacular lunches aboard this boat, and it would be a 

treat to be able to do it again.  A separate notice for this event will be 

sent out in early November. 

Looking forward to seeing you at these events. 

Don Williams 

SD/PS Director 
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  Region Celebrates  

25th Year 
   This article is written in the interest of informing 
readers of the beginnings of our own local region of 
the Classic Car Club of America. Our local region, ini-
tially called the “LoCal” region (in the "NorCal" and 
"SoCal" naming tradition) was formed in 1991.  
   A quarter of a century ago, back in the beginning, 
before the SD/PS region existed, the Southern Cali-
fornia Region was larger, and exerted influence over 
all CCCA members living in the area between Los An-
geles and the Mexican border.  
  In 1989, two then SoCal members, Bobbie’dine Rod-
da and Nick Fintzelberg, were judging at the Grand 
Classic in Palm Springs and spoke to each other 
about the possibility of forming our own region, and 
putting on our own Grand Classics and tours. The ini-
tial idea of our forming our own San Diego/Palm 
Springs region began to percolate among those of us 
who lived in the San Diego and Palm Springs area at 
that time.  
   In 1991, two “percolating” years later, Nick 
Fintzelberg and Glen Yaeckel went on their first 
CCCA Caravan to the Seattle area. Nick had been on 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club outings and on Horseless 
Carriage outings, but found the CCCA tour even more 
enjoyable. They toured in Nick’s 1935 Rolls-Royce 
20/25. This initial CCCA experience impressed them 
both because of the sensational cars touring, the per-
fectly set up route, the good hotels, good food along 
the way and the enjoyable companionship of like-
minded car enthusiasts.  
   Nick and Glen decided, then and there, that they 
would proceed to create our own local region so that 
we could enjoy events organized by our local region 
for members of our local region. Glen “only had” a 
1947 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet at this point, and 
decided he needed to get “a real classic, one that you 
can see the headlights from the driver’s seat”, and 
built in the era of the mid-twenties to the mid thirties.  
   His quest led him to buy a 1933 nice Pierce-Arrow V
-12 Club Sedan that had only some 27,000 miles on it 
since new and with (mandatory) headlights visible 
from the driver’s seat. With his “real classic” Pierce, 
he felt he could be an appropriate spokesman in the 
formation of our own SD/PS region. Nick and Glen 
began signing up locals and even some Angelinos, to 
petition for National club membership for our own new 
region. By late 1991 they had gathered enough signa-
tures to form a group large enough to apply for charter 
membership in the CCCA National Club. (While I was 
an enthusiastic member of this initial group, I did not 
own a classic car at the time.)  
   The National Club was so pleased with our enthusi-
asm to create a new region that they cut short the 
customary one-year provisional status rule, and 
promptly awarded us our charter in 1992.  
   There were numerous specific reasons for our ap-

plying for the freedom to chart our own course as the 
new SD-PS region. They fell into two general catego-
ries. These were (and are): (1) the differing geography 
and topography of two regions, and (2) the significant 
distance between Los Angeles and San Diego.  
   The first reason for us to want to break away from 
SoCal, geography, was readily apparent. We further-
south-than-Los-Angeles residents have an entirely 
different area to drive around in and to have activities 
in than Angelinos. We were and are a smaller city and 
we have many ideal rural roadways of our own availa-
ble to us for touring. It is easier to get to suitable 
roads for our older vehicles here, as there is less traf-
fic overall, and there are fewer freeway miles to drive.  
   In the SDPS region we can strive to use the freeway 
system as little as possible, and focus more on 
"surface roads". We were explicitly founded as “The 
Touring Region” with an emphasis on enjoyably driv-
ing our classic cars. Also, people actually living in a 
region are able to know it better and to plan more rel-
evant and interesting local events than someone fa-
miliar with the entirely different geographical area of 
the Los Angeles region.  
   The second reason for wanting to form our own re-
gion was the actual driving-distance between Los An-
geles and San Diego. This was a pretty basic issue.     
The then-so-spread-out SoCal region meant that 
members coming to any given club event often had 
many extra miles to drive, just to get to a group start-
ing point. People coming south to San Diego for an 
event, or those driving north to Los Angeles, added 
two hours of non-fun time on the freeways, with the 
additional 120 mile drive. For a round trip, this added 
240 miles. Our classic cars were not built to travel 
comfortably on a freeway, at current freeway speeds. 
They were built for what we now call “country roads”.  
Driving our classics on a freeway for a long distance 
can be taxing for the driver, with extra attention at all 
times to our own car, to other drivers, and to highway 
conditions. Driving a classic on the freeway can even 
be dangerous, as newer cars scoot around our cars 
built for a more relaxed era. Also newer car drivers 
don’t realize that we don’t speed up quickly, we don’t 
stop quickly, and we don’t maneuver in a spritely 
manner in a tight situation.  
   For me, an enjoyable tour for our cars is in the 60 to 
100 total-miles-round-trip ball park, at 30 to 50 miles 
per hour. Adding two hours of driving on freeways be-
fore the actual tour-of-the-day even begins makes the 
day of driving more of an ordeal than a pleasant re-
laxed outing.  
   The bottom line effect of this extra freeway driving 
was a decreasing attendance at club events. And de-
creased participation in club events has its own bot-
tom line of making people less interested in the club in 
general. A club needs to offer something enjoyable to 
members, or the club will cease to exist.  
   Our San Diego region has won many National Club 
awards for member participation. We are fortunate to 
live in a climate zone that allows us to tour any month 
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Carl Zeiger  readies his 1936 1408 V12,4 DR Convertible Sedan  to  participate in Ranch Santa 

Fe ’ s July Fourth Celebration. 

History of SD/PS Region cont. 
    
of the year, which increases overall participation and 

enjoyment. And, we have a good relationship with our 

“SoCal” friends to the North. “SoCal” members also 

have many beautiful Classics, and we enjoy their 

bringing them down south on occasion to participate 

in our SD-PS Grand Classics and other events. Some 

CCCA members have dual membership, in both the 

Los Angeles (“Southern California”) region and the 

SD-PS region.  

   We gradually stopped using the catchy phrase of 

“LoCal Region” over the years, but our newsletter 

was initially named “The LoCal Gazette.” Our news-

letter is now named “Classic Touring.” As we contin-

ue with the founding philosophy of focusing on tour-

ing in our cars and enjoying them.  

Don Williams, current Director of the San Diego/

Palm Springs (Touring) Region  

Now a fortunate owner of two classic cars  
Charter Member since 1991  

 

   By now you have received your 2017 
Membership renewal letter in the mail. You 
may or may not have noticed your regional 
dues may be incorrect due to a printing error.  
    If you plan to renew online, all the  infor-
mation is correct. You can use the link below 
to the Member Login to complete your online 
CCCA membership renewal.  
    If you choose to complete the printed form, 
please make sure you indicate correctly 
which region or regions you wish to belong to 
by putting the dues amount on the correct 
line. 
    We will review each and every printed 
form as it comes into the office for accuracy 
and in case there are any changes you may 
request.  

    Additionally, if we find any problem caused 
by the printing error or have any questions on 
your renewal, we will contact you.  
   Our apologies for any inconvenience this 
may cause. 
  Thank you, 

Jay Quail 

Executive Director  
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Ernie Follis and Catherine Woolsey 

Teamed up to Map a North County Tour 

(Left)  Ernie Follis talks 

Classic Cars  with a 

club member  before 

leading the  pack 

through scenic areas 

and less-traveled back 

roads north of Escondi-

do. 

 

(Below)    John  Ellison 

(Left),  of the Calumet 

Museum, talks about 

his spectacular Cadillac 

with Don Williams, Re-

gional Director .  
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HOLD THE DATE!  by Vicki Zeiger 
   As I mentioned in the article I wrote about the National Board meeting included in this issue, the National 

Annual meeting for 2017 will be held in Reno, Nevada from March 29 through April 2, at the Peppermill Re-

sort. I understand our National club is working on very favorable rates for rooms at this very nice resort, just 

outside Reno. I also learned from Chris Bock, Pebble Beach Head Judge and CCCA fellow Board member 

that we will all be able to tour the Lee Family collection, which according to Chris is one of the finest private 

collections he has ever seen and one that is only occasionally open to visitors. Other collections are going to 

be available to meeting participants as well.  

   Carl and I were talking with some SD/PS members a few days ago and discussed how much fun it would 

be for a big group of SD/PS people to CARavan to Reno together. We could invite our friends from SoCal to 

join us too. Plus, for our members whose Classic is either not in running condition or someone without a 

Classic could ride with one of us that will be taking a Classic. We thought we would travel no more than 200 

miles each day and stay at a hotel possibly in Paso Robles, have dinner together and then drive the follow-

ing day into Reno. Carl and I will be coordinators for the trip. If you think you might be interested in joining 

us, let Carl know at czeiger@cox.net .  Even if you are not sure you can make it, let Carl know if you are 

mildly thinking about it; you can always change your mind later. This could be really fun! 

 REPORT FROM NATIONAL                                                  
by Vicki Zeiger 

  I  attended the CCCA National Board meeting in Chicago August 

26 & 27. I thought I would give you brief overview of higlights dis-

cussed. More complete information on these items and other topics will be forthcoming in the next Bulletin . 

   CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE Chris Bock reported the Full Classic status for the 1940-1941 Series 70 

Buick Roadmaster is going to again be reviewed. 

   HEAD JUDGES REPORT Steve Babinsky is reviewing the current judging process and has pulled a com-

mittee together of Board members to identify and recommend possible changes. 

   CARavans Dianne Kernan reported that CARavans are planned for October, 2017 in Arizona and New 

Zealand in 2018. Additional CARavans will be included in the Bulletin. 

   NATIONAL BOARD MEMBERS TERMS ENDING 

Dianne Kernan and Larry Pumphrey announced that they will not run for an additional three-year term on 

the National Board. If anyone is interested in being a Board candidate for National, let me know at vzei-

ger@cox.net and I ’ l l pass the information along.                                                           
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Fuel Additive Remarks 
                  By Nick Fintzelberg 

 

"Marvel Mystery Oil?"   Now, is that a name that 
would make you rush to the pharmacy to find a 
new skin, tooth or hair product, especially if a TV 
announcer told you it would make  you 25 years 
younger.  Well, you don't find it at a drug store and 
it isn't  made for you to feel 25 years  younger but it 
sure will make the carburetor in your ore-1990 car 
feel like new again. 

   The product has been around since the '20's and it 
was introduced specifically for Marvel carburetors. 
Marvel carburetors were popular on many cars of 
the era and standard on Buicks.  Since Marvel Oil’s 
purpose is to  add more lubricant to gasoline so that 
the many moving parts in a Marvel carburetor 
would not seize up, it was immediately adopted by 
Rolls-Royce. Their SU carburetors also have mov-
ing parts and their recommendation to R-R owners 
is to add the bright red light oil to a tank at every 
fill up. 

   I began using Marvel Oil in the half-dozen or so 
R-Rs and Bentleys I have owned since the '60s and 
always  found the product -- plus the drop of 3-in-1 
in the tiny hole at the top of the carb - very satisfac-
tory.  As the formulae for "gasoline" gradually be-
came  "fuel" and corn was a new ingredient, the air 
suddenly became crystal clear and old cars started 
running badly.  We in the they-are-out-to-get-us 
club are certain this is a plot to sell new cars and 
get ours off the road.  But the fact remains, old cars 
do not run well on new fuel.   

   My first notice of the carburetor problem was 
about 10 years ago with the shutting of the fuel 
lines to carburetors in my pre-1925 cars. (Fuel 
pumps were not introduced until the late 
1920s).  Had the senior years taken away my ability 
to turn a small handle?  No, the brass fittings had 

been so thoroughly cleaned by the new fuel that it 
caused a metal on metal friction.  Then I noticed 
that carburetor floats were either staying sunk or 
not moving with the flow of fuel.  Again, no lubri-
cation to small metal parts was the cause, I deter-
mined.  

  Now here comes the moment of discovery: within 
two times of adding Marvel to the fuel of the an-
tiques, the friction problem was disappearing.  By 
now the early problems have gone.  

  Whether it was Marvel, positive thinking, or more 
time at the gym that did the trick, I am a careful fan 
of adding 4 oz. of "Mystery" Oil to all of my carbu-
reted cars at the fill-up.  You could probably get the 
same result from a dash of diesel or light fuel oil to 
the tank.  The smoke out the exhaust will not both-
er you, but the environmentally sensitive drivers 
behind you might complain. 

   It's too bad that such a worthwhile product chose 
such a goofy name so long ago.   
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The Chrysler Town and Country 

Joins the Classic Car Family 

Fluid Drive and what the fluid is 
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   With the Town & Country now  a part of the CCCA Family, the 
number of Chryslers in our club is increasing. So a word on this 
misunderstood slogan "Fluid Drive" is the object of this short 
summary. If you own one these cars or any model of Chrysler or 
DeSoto 1940-54, here are some notes of how to maintain and 
keep this very simple semi-automatic transmission running. The 
article is, of course, directed at the Town & Country cars. Except 
for engine size the sedans and the convertibles are mechanically 
identical. 
   Number one: Fluid Drive is only half of the very simple semi-
automatic transmission, not the whole transmission. Both Dodg-
es (until 1949) and DeSoto (until 1946) had the "fluid drive" cou-
pling but not the automatic shift.  Plymouth never did get either. 
   Automatic transmission had been the dream of engineers since 
the first cars and by the late '30s almost every company put seri-
ous research into creating one. Olds came first in 1937 with 
"hydramatic" (a few Buicks were also equipped) but it failed and 
was reintroduced in 1940.    
   Chrysler made the most basic one for 1939 and it stayed 
around, with many changes, until 1954.   It is nothing more than 
overdrive (introduced by Chrysler in 1934) attached to a large 
circular enclosed unit with two fans facing one-another swimming 
in light oil.  The drive line stimulates the front fan when being 
driven and the near-by rear fan starts moving  the remainder of 
the drive line. In one way or another all subsequent automatic 
transmissions function this way. 
   What I describe here is a challenge to seek out drive-line prob-
lems yourself before going to a mechanic.  You may solve the 
problem yourself. 
 
1) The Fluid Drive Unit requires very little maintenance and never 
draining to refill.  Easily done at home, remove the front floor mat 
and the large center "bubble" metal plate.  The large circular en-
closed drum will have a screw cap.  Drive the car very slowly in 
gear and as the fluid drive unit moves the cap will come around 
and appear. When the cap appears at 3/4 going up, stop.  Care-
fully open the cap and if fluid comes out, quickly put back the 
cap.  The system is OK.  If no fluid is visible, add AND NOW 
THIS IS IMPORTANT, ADD ENOUGH #10 NON-DETERGENT 
OIL MARKED SL OR A LETTER LOWER THAN L. IF YOU CAN 
NOT FIND THAT, IT CAN BE PURCHASED FROM MOST OF 
THE OLD CAR SUPPLIERS WHO DEAL IN CHRYSLER.  DO 
NOT USE ANYTHING ELSE, ESPECIALLY DETERGENT OIL 
WHICH WILL CLEAN THE INSIDES SO NICELY THAT THE 
SEALS WILL DISSOLVE 
 
2.) The overdrive unit on the pre-war cars is separate from the  
transmission so make sure you check both, The post-War cars  

 
have the transmission and overdrive in a single unit.  A dry over-
drive, IN ANY CAR, is very dangerous,  If the gears break up it 
can bring the car to a rapid stop. Dangerous on the highway. Use 
the oils recommended in the handbook. 
 
3) Car will not go into overdrive at 20 MPH or faster.  First make 
sure the idle speed has not gotten too high. The engine has to be 
at a low speed to shift into overdrive.  A screwdriver on the small 
bolt under the carb with a spring attached needs to be turned 
very slightly back. Idle speed will drop to under 750 RPM.  If 
above that the solenoid will not tell the gears to move and you 
will stay in slow, low gear.  If this is not the problem, check the 
solenoid connections (there are two on the gear box). If both 
connections are good, either a solenoid has gone bad or the lev-
el in the fluid drive unit is low (Ref. #1 above). Solenoids are 
available at the several old Chrysler parts dealers advertising in 
the major hobby publications.  Buy an extra; we don't know how 
long a supply will last. 
 
4) Car will not down-shift when you floor the accelerator. Could 
be solenoid, more likely it is the lever that is on the passenger 
side of the carburetor. Move it by hand and drop a little oil on the 
connection points.  That usually does the trick. 
 
   That's it. So long as the car is moving nothing has to be done 
inside the transmission. These are gears exactly like every car 
since the demise of the Model T. No pressure valves pushing oils 
around or carefully timed whatsits along the accelerator moving 
sliding gears up and down.  
   Chrysler of the '20s though the 50's liked owners to maintain 
their own cars. The books published by the company are easy to 
read, understand. and almost everything can be repaired with 
basic tools, ala Henry Ford.  The only special tools are for the 
inner workings of the semi-automatic transmission discussed 
above and those are to make the job faster.   
   Chryslers of this era are filled with little niceties that didn't make 
one buy the car but certainly one can enjoy,  One of these that is 
usually overlooked is keeping the windshield wiper operating. 
Notice the little screw at the top of the outside windshield wiper 
housing. Unscrew it (careful, its tiny) and put a few drops of 3-in-
1 oil in the hole. Your wiper motor will live longer than you. 
  My last advice to you new to Chrysler's semi-automatic trans-
mission is: These cars are not hot rods, were not intended to be 
but rather elegant cars that are a joy to drive  Teach yourself to 
shift correctly so that passengers will not even notice. At 15 MPH 
raise your foot slowly, listen for the little "clunk" sound and gradu-
ally put your foot back.  Unlike all of the early automatic transmis-
sions, your passengers will not lurch forward and then fall back.   

Chrysler Town and Country Joins  

Classic Car Family       

 The Fluid in Fluid Drive               by Nick Fintzelberg 
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