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Tom Wright’s Preserved 1947 Lincoln 

Cabriolet Shines at Pebble Beach 

   “This year I had the honor of showing my car at the world’s premier 
car show, the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance. In terms of num-
bers and prestige in the car world, being invited to Pebble Beach is 
about the same as being nominated for an Academy Award in the 
film industry,” Tom says. 
                                               Read part 1 of Tom’s story on pages 10 & 11 

   

The September Event for local CCCA members took them on a sce-
nic drive through parts of East County, to the top of Mount Helix, 
and then on to a tour of the architectural wonder of the Downtown 
San Diego Public Library.  Above members enjoy the magnificent 
backcountry view from the mountain top. 

ANNUAL MEETING OCT. 4th 
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CCCA San Diego/Palm Springs Region  

GRAND CLASSIC 
March 11-13, 2016 

at the historic Inn at Ranch Santa Fe 

Rancho Santa Fe, CA  
Enjoy the newly renovated spa, golf privileges, low room rate 

Registration Form available in the Nov., 2015 CCCA Bulletin 

Contact Carl Zeiger: czeiger@cox.net or  858-756-9444 

Invites you to an exceptional 



 

 

                                  March 11-13, 2016                                                                             
by Carl Zeiger   
 Mark your calendars NOW for the March  CCCA GRAND CLASSIC to be held by our region at The Inn at 
Rancho Santa Fe. The NCAA College basketball tournament starts later in March, but treat yourself and your 
guest to a “staycation” weekend where you will experience the thrill of seeing many beautiful Classic cars dis-
played on the front lawn of the iconic Inn at Rancho Santa Fe. 

SD/PS MEMBERS WORKING ON THE EVENT  

Carl Zeiger will be Event Coordinator. In addition, the team includes Barbara Daigle, Nick Fintzelberg, Jim 
Greene, Jack Heacock, Linnea Shoberg, Bob Steiner, Carl Stewart, Denise Stewart, Eric Voigt, Linda Voigt 
and Vicki Zeiger. Carl and Eric who will serve as  Chief Judges, will be looking for volunteers close to the event 
date and all qualified judges are encouraged to sign up for judging when registering.  Linda Voigt, Tabulating 
Coordinator, will also be looking for tabulators. Carl said, “We are trying to attract great Classic Cars from 
around the country and we need our own members to bring their Classics. Our members have exquisite exam-
ples of the Classic Era  and I hope they will bring them to be judged or for exhibition.” 

ROOM RATES AT THE INN AT RANCHO SANTA FE 

Room rates will be $209 per night excluding tax.  You will not pay a Resort Fee either!  This rate is only $9.00 
more than what was charged in 2006 even though the hotel recently went through a $20 million renovation and 
has added a spa.  Reservations for hotel rooms must be in by January 15, 2016 to qualify for this rate.  Reser-
vations can be made by calling the hotel directly at 1-800-843-4661. 

SCHEDULE 

Friday, the weekend will begin at 3:00 PM until 5:00 PM with registration in our private hotel bungalow on the 
grounds of the hotel.  We will have this room available to us for the entire weekend to serve as our Hospitality 
Suite and for Event Registration.  

Dinner will be held pool side beginning at 7:00 PM after no host cocktails at 6:00 PM.   

Saturday the Grand Classic will begin with car placement on the hotel lawn beginning at 8:00 AM.  The Hospi-
tality Suite will also open at 8:00 AM.  The Judges and Tabulators breakfast will begin at 8:30 AM in the Cro-
quet Cottage.  Judging will begin at 9:30 AM. The hotel will make food and drinks available for purchase near 
the field and there will be many other options available for breakfast, lunch and snacks—all within a few steps 
of the hotel. Breakfast can be on the terrace at the hotel overlooking the field or at Thyme in the Ranch bakery 
or great coffee can be purchased at a tiny coffee shop called Positano. And ice cream, snacks and sand-
wiches can be purchased throughout the day at numerous spots around the village. 

 Saturday night events will begin at 6:30 PM with no host cocktails on the Azalea lawn, followed by a sit down 
dinner in the Azalea Room at 7:30 PM.  Dinner will be followed by the Awards Ceremony and a photographic 
presentation of the Classics on display. 

Sunday the cars can begin moving off the lawn at 8:00 AM if they are still on the lawn from the day before.  
Sunday morning we will caravan up Torrey Pines providing views of stunning cliffs and picturesque beaches to 
the private collection of San Diego/Palm Springs member, John Ellison, who has graciously opened his re-
nowned collection to our group that day.  

We ask you to mark your calendars now and to please make every effort to attend this fantastic event as mem-
bers of the SD/PS Region, hosting this event. Carl also mentioned that everyone could have a lot of fun specu-
lating about March Madness starting just a few days after our Grand Classic.  

And, imagine YOUR Classic Car displayed on the manicured grounds of the famous Inn at Rancho Santa Fe; 
favorite vacation spot of Bing Crosby, Norma Talmadge, Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford. If you don’t 
want to bring your Classic, come out anyway and enjoy the weekend with other CCCA members! 

Registration forms are available in the November Issue of the Bulletin.  

MARCH MADNESS IN RANCHO SANTA FE  
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Classic Cars, Race Cars 

He’s all about Cars 

                                                     by Carl Stewart 

   The CCCA San Diego/Palm Springs region is very 

fortunate to have among its members a very diverse 

and talented group of men and women. This edition is 

pleased to profile a long time, active member, who is 

truly fit to be called a Real Car Guy.   

   We are talking about D. David France who most 

members know as a collector who has a beautiful 

1941 Lincoln Continental and a 1940 Packard Darrin, 

pewter,  4 door convertible. This car was shown on 

the infield of the Pebble Beach Concours d ’

Elegance in 2007. It is 1 of 9 ever made, with only 7 

known to exist today. He also has a 1987 Ferrari 

Testarosa, and until recently, had a 1957 Cadillac El-

dorado Brougham, 1 of 400 ever made.  

   David has been instrumental over the years in the 

Palm Springs area  recruiting new members and help-

ing to promote our club and coordinating events held 

there. He is currently a board member, always ready 

to step up when asked for any help in club affairs.  

Most members have known him for many years more 

than I, and likely know , that in addition to his Classic 

cars, back in the day,  he was also an accomplished 

race car driver.  A winning race car driver. Like Na-

tional and Great Western Region Champion winning.          

He won 13 races in his final racing season. He raced 

in the SCCA ( Sports Car Club of America )  sanc-

tioned  events, in the open wheel, closed cab and sin-

gle seat classes, cars with down force fins front and 

back. He belonged to the Great Auto ’ s of Yesteryear 

car club. His 2 primary tracks were Laguna Seca and 

Sears Point ( now Infinion ) . Racing on a Central 

Oregon track he hit over 200 mph. He won enduro ’ s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

which are run for 4 continuous hours, rain or shine. 

He raced as D. David, 1st name initial and middle 

name. He used number 44 whenever possible, which 

was most of the time. His trophies are proudly dis-

played at his home with dozens of medals, cups, rib-

bons, trays, photos and media clippings.  

   Perhaps even more impressive, was that racing in 

an amateur circuit, he could have no sponsors, so he 

was required to finance his racing costs himself. He 

also did all the body work, engine and drive train de-

sign, build and rebuild, welding, painting, everything 

himself in his garage at home. No car lift, when a 

wheel had to come off , and the differential got pulled 

for magniflux inspections for cracks, which he did af-

ter every race. He manually jacked up the car, used a 

jack stand, etc.  It took a lot of stamina and energy to 

do that every week, 30 to 50 hours by his guess de-

pending on how the race went. Yes, David had acci-

dents like most drivers do. He once went airborne 

landing upside down, not a recommended position to 

be in during a race, after his cars body or skin was 

damaged by contact from another car. The skin is 

very thin aluminum, which also strengthens the entire 

frame or body,  ruptured causing the body to lose its 

strength and he went airborne, tearing out the sus-

pension as well.                                 cont. next page 
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   When it was suggested that he indeed had a great 

passion to commit to this sport David said, “ Most 

people just thought I was nuts, but I like passionate 

better ” .  

   How did he learn all the skills that it took to run a 

winning race car every week? “ You don ’ t know 

you have the skills until you need them to race the 

next week, ” is David ’ s answer. 

   When asked if he ever thought of racing as a pro 

David said he did  get approached at times, but since 

he didn ’ t  start racing until he was 40, he was too 

old to go pro when the offers came. 

   “ WHAT!?! You did all that after you were 40!”  I 

exclaimed. With a big smile David simply said, “ I 

loved it. I have always loved racing.  I grew up 2 hills 

or 1 valley away from Sears Point. I could hear the 

race cars from my garage on race day. I did drag 

racing as a kid and the usual stuff, but once I had 

established my career as a Investment Portfolio 

manager, which I have always loved, then I could 

afford to race ” . Lastly, he said, “ If I had to start 

over, I would do it all again ” .  

 

   Pictured below are samples of the many trophies 

and racing memorabilia .  ( Right )  Cars driven  by 

D. David  France  and ( below )  photo shows  his 

deceased partner Harry Warr with the  checkered 

flag. 
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Barbara Daigle ,  our Tour Director , took us 
on a spectacular drive through  the east 
county ’ s rolling terrain, winding to the top of 
Mt. Helix, and then on to downtown ’ s City 
Library, an architectural marvel.  Participant ’ s 
in the adventure later dined  at Tom Ham ’ s 
Restaurant  at the tip of Shelter Island.  What 
a memorable  experience! 



 

 

Annual Meeting  

Oct. 4 

San Diego/Palm Springs Region 

Classic Car Club of America® 

Local Board of Directors 

Director … Nick Fintzelberg … ( 619 ) 222-0072 

Ass ’ t Dir. & Webmaster … Carl Zeiger … czeiger@cox.net 

Treasurer …  Jack Heacock … JackHeacock@yahoo.com 

Newsletter … Denise Stewart … denise.stewart@hotmail.com 

Tour Director …  Barbara Daigle … Barbara.Daigle@UAV.com 

Secretary … Don Williams … cadlincpierce@aol.com 

Board Member ...  Bob Steiner ...rsteiner@mckennalong.com 

Membership …  Linnea Shoberg … wnshoberg@cox.net 

Board Member … D. David France … d.davidfrance@dc.rr.com 

 

 

 2015 

 Calendar 

 of 

 Events 

  Barbara Daigle, Tour Director 

 

Oct. 4, Sunday, Annual Meeting  

Green Dragon Tavern and Museum, 6115 Paseo 

del Norte, Carlsbad, 11:00 to 3:00.   RSVP Bar-

bara Daigle by Sept.24.                

Dec. 5, Saturday, Holiday Party - 
Details to be announced 
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SD Automotive Museum 

To Host Cars of the Future 

Starting in the second week 

in October  the Automotive 

Museum will be featuring a 

special car show to celebrate 

Balboa Park ’ s Centennial.  

The theme of the show will 

be new automotive technol-

ogy and cars of the future.  

The show will run through the 

holiday season into the new 

year. 



 

The Cylinder 

Race of the 

20th Century 
                                  

                                 By Nick Fintzelberg 

 

   The newest Classic to join our SD/PS family is 

Carl and Vicki Zeiger ’ s  lovely 1936 Packard V12, 

4 Door, Convertible Sedan, now in their garage.  A 

few of us, dropped by recently to see this beauty.  I 

had forgotten how wonderfully smooth those en-

gines can be and how much drama was built into 

that engine compartment, a mechanical work of art.  

   The day after visiting the Zeiger ’ s, as if a mes-

sage from the Packard ghosts, my monthly publica-

tion from the Tucson antique car club arrived and 

the featured historical article was a reprint of Pack-

ard ’ s long-time president, J. G. Vincent ’ s 1915 

message to the automobile industry readers, “ W hy 

the Twelve-cylinder Motor. ”  

   In this pre-World War I era, the most prestigious 

American cars were the Locomobile, Peerless, 

Pierce-Arrow and Packard. Locomobile and Peer-

less were coasting on their reputations and not 

keeping up with the rapid change. Both succumbed 

to slow and painful deaths. But Packard and Pierce-

Arrow were battling it out in a gentlemanly way. Un-

til late 1914, upper middle class Cadillac was simply 

ignored—a nice car for bank presidents and theatre 

people, but not for the very wealthy.  In 1913 Cadil-

lac had introduced the first successful electric 

starter. ( Little regard was given to the hard working 

chauffeurs who had to get the cars started during 

the earlier times. )  But now this, a V8 engine had 

power and did not vibrate the whole car.  

   Doubtless the V12 that Packard introduced at the 

end of 1915 had been in the works but the popular-

ity, including the wealthy  people who were starting 

to buy the new Cadillac caused Packard to forget 

about the Pierce-Arrow and concentrate on Cadil-

lac. 

   Six cylinder engines had become the standard of 

expensive cars starting in 1906 with Rolls-Royce 

and were considered by most engineers as the best 

possible balanced engine. “ Balanced ”  because at 

all times power strokes and compression strokes 

are acting together to even one another out. I will 

get back to balance later. If an in-line six is smooth 

running, isn ’ t  12 better? The two sixes lay side by 

side and as long as the two halves were in sync; it 

was like floating on air. 

   Packard President Vincent ’ s one page article is 

wonderfully written. He was a little harsh on the six 

cylinder engine Packard was now leaving; espe-

cially since less than ten years later another six was 

to begin replacing the Twin Six as it reached its final 

days. He never used the reference “ V ”  in describ-

ing his new engine or even Cadillac ’ s engine that 

he referred to as a “ twin four. ”  As an aside, Cadil-

lac did not “ invent ”  the V8: The French deDion 

sold many of them from 1908 on; Rolls-Royce of-

fered it in 1905, but dropped it for reasons never 

really explained, and it is unclear if many-or even 

any-were sold. The 1906 six cylinder Rolls-Royce 

engine, with continuous changes lasted until 1936. 

The most interesting part of Vincent ’ s summary 

of the in-line six versus the V8 to support his new 

Twin Six is a fact I had never heard and seriously 

doubt: At high speed the six is a faster engine than 

the V8.  

p. 8 



 

p. 9 

Nick Fintzelberg 

Director, San Diego Palm Springs Region 

Classic Car Club of America 

 

His quote “…but at higher engine speeds the advan-

tage would switch to the six cylinder motor as the un-

balanced shorter crankshaft, the vibration would be a 

great deal more pronounced in the eight than in the 

six. ”  ( I f you would like a copy of this page, please 

call me: it would be difficult to reprint for this article 

because of the font. )  

   Another interesting point is Vincent ’ s obsession on 

balance and vibration. Granted most early cars 

( 1 896  - 1910 )  were one or two cylinder powered 

and they did vibrate. Later, most four cylinder ( 1910 

-1925 )  cars vibrated. From many years of driving a 

one-cylinder car, a Brush Runabout I bought when in 

high school, one cylinder do not need to rock back 

and forth. The Brush, and several expensive one-

cylinder cars of the era, had counter balances on 

them, ie: weights that dampened the compression 

stroke. Many four cylinder cars today have a counter 

balance system. In Vincent ’ s era very fine 

( e xpensive )  cars were carefully balanced before 

engine assembly which is still a technique to increase 

power. Pierce-Arrow mastered this skill early on. 

   I say the vibration problem went away in 1925. This 

was due to such an obviously simple solution that it is 

amazing that Walter Chrysler got a patent on it: 

“ F loating Power. ”  The first Chryslers not only ran 

smoothly ( the left-over Maxwell four cylinder cars 

and the new high rpm sixes )  because the engines 

were mounted on hard rubber rather than directly to 

the chassis. In 1925 Chrysler also introduced 4 wheel 

hydraulic brakes, a little nicety that Rolls Royce, Ford 

and certain Full Classics did not discover until the 

Great Depression was almost over.  

   Lincoln, Cadillac and Packard started up the cylin-

der race at the close of the Roaring Twenties with 

their V16, V12 engines. After five years without a V 

engine, Packard came back with their new and air-

plane inspired V12. If this all had begun in 1926 it 

would have been a brilliant move; in 1929 probably 

not. Sadly, the race tempted some grossly under-

funded companies-Franklin, Marmon, Auburn, Pierce-

Arrow to follow suit and suffer their early demise.               

1939 was the end of the race. Packard discontinued 

their big luxury models and their V12. Cadillac held on 

to their second generation V16 through 1940 and thus 

to many of us, the true end of the Classic Era. 

   Luckily for us, many of these wonderful cars sur-

vived WWII, most hidden away in elegant garages or 

used as taxis in Tijuana. Yes, you read it correctly, 

Tijuana. As youngsters, Bob Steiner and I can re-

member the bright yellow taxis in Tijuana, that three 

years earlier were parked at the best private  clubs or 

seen at the newest Hollywood film opening. But they 

are here with us now and happily we can enjoy these 

monuments of a past era.    



 

My Lincoln Continental in 

the Pebble Beach Concours                                                             

                                        by Tom Wright 

Tom ’ s article is a delightful record of his experi-

ence of a lifetime.  We are printing part one in this 

edition and will follow with the remainder of the story 

in upcoming editions. 

 

    This year I had the honor of showing my car at 

the world’s premier car show, the Pebble Beach 

Concours d’Elegance. In terms of numbers and 

prestige in the car world, being invited to Pebble 

Beach is about the same as being nominated for an 

Academy Award in the film industry. Some car col-

lectors try their whole lives without getting invited. 

My success was a result of good timing, good luck 

and some good decisions.  

 Acquisition  

   My having a car accepted at Pebble Beach was to 

a large extent a direct consequence of decisions I 

made buying the car. If things had gone any differ-

ently I never would have had a car worthy of accep-

tance.  

   Why an early Lincoln Continental? Many years 

ago I heard a couple of interesting stories about the 

Lincoln Continental. One was that the design started 

as a custom Lincoln for Edsel Ford, who ran that di-

vision. He said many of his friends wanted to buy 

one so he decided to manufacture them. The other 

was that when the Classic Car Club of America was 

formed it was for certain classic cars from before 

World War II “and Lincoln Continentals through 

1948.” As the only post-war mark so singled out at 

the time, some called it the Instant Classic. Also, I 

love the art deco styling.  

   I began seriously looking for one in 2013. I negoti-

ated the purchase of a maroon ’47 LC Cabriolet that 

I found on Hemmings website that was in Ohio. I 

hired an inspector to check the car and decided not  

                                                       Cont. next page 
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    The crowds drawn to Monterey each August for 
the  Pebble Beach Concours enjoy the  elegant  
cars in an ideal  setting. 

   The Lincoln Continental was originally designed 
for Edsel Ford in art deco styling.  The car was so 
envied by his friends that  he decided to manufac-
ture them. 

   The Lincoln Cabriolet was an “ Instant Classic ”  
as the only post—war car on the Classic Car Club 
of America ’ s list  at the  time. 
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to buy it because of some wiring and restoration is-

sues. The dealer suggested I check the dealership 

website as the same seller had two other ’47 LCs 

for sales. I found that one of them, a beautiful blue 

1947 Cabriolet, showed about 17,500 miles, was 

very original and in excellent shape. (Sales photos: 

h t t p s : / / t o m wr i g h t p h o t o s . s h u t t e r f l y . c o m /

pictures/1170)    I especially liked the art deco de-

sign of the dash. Controls that appear to be part of 

the radio are actually for lights, ignition, choke etc.  

   The car was in Maryland and I had to attend a 

Board of Directors Meeting of the Rolls-Royce Club 

in Baltimore. I rented a car and drove to an estate 

that reminded me of a scene in the novel Rebecca 

where the young bride watches in amazement when 

they take quite a drive from the gate to the main 

house of her new home. When I finally arrived at the 

seller’s house, inside a large room (that was not the 

only one) there were easily over 50 cars. They 

proudly showed me how they had gotten the car all 

ready for me, but oops! The owner had two blue 

1947 Lincoln Continental Cabriolets and had pre-

pared the restored one to ship to me. I found the 

one I had picked in a corner and after some confu-

sion the salesman who had happened to be in 

Washington and drove in  for the inspection used 

his smart phone to find that “my” car was indeed  on 

their web site and was what I had agreed to buy. 

They had come close to shipping the wrong car 

across the country. 

Acceptance  

   Woody Allen said 80% of success is just showing 

up. In my case the key to being accepted for the 

Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance was applying 

this year! It wasn’t as if I had a car they had heard 

of through winning prestigious events, which had 

not happened. My Cabriolet, which in Lincoln-speak 

was a four seat convertible, is a preservation car 

and seems to be all original except for one piece of 

carpet.  

   I was accepted into the Lincoln Continental Class, 

which did not exist when I applied for Post-War 

Preservation. I’ve heard Lincoln encouraged Pebble 

Beach to add a class celebrating the Continental’s 

75th Anniversary because they are bringing back  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Continental again this summer. (Lincoln has a 

history of making a Continental for a few years, 

stopping for a few years and repeating that.) My car 

was a good fit. I have a feeling it helped enormously 

that mine is a preservation car. Had they wanted a 

restored car they could have invited a national prize 

winner of which there are several. Because preser-

vation is an emerging area of the hobby, I had the 

opportunity to slip into a leading position.  

    I admit I was trying to take advantage of possible 

guilt by the selection committee regarding Pebble 

Beach coming late to the support preservation of 

good original cars.  

   Six photos are permitted. Apparently some people 

send photos of cars crammed in crowded storage 

spaces and such because the instructions encour-

aged taking attractive pictures. They also said they 

don’t want pictures of the restoration process. I took 

my photos in Balboa Park for an attractive setting.  

   I had to keep a close eye on the concours web 

site because the application documents appear not 

very long before they are due. I applied before the 

end of January, 2015.  

   In late April I received the fateful letter. I was es-

sentially positive my car would not be invited. I con-

fess I was so surprised to be accepted I had to read 

the letter’s introduction three times to be sure my 

car was indeed invited and to the real thing! I was 

so excited I could barely contain myself. I was be-

yond ecstatic. This is the pinnacle of the car collect-

ing hobby.  

                                  to be continued next edition 

 

 

Tom 

Wright ’ s 

1947 Lin-

coln Cab-

riolet 

qualified 

to show  

this year 

at Pebble 

Beach 



 

 The Wheels on the 

Classic Go Round 

and Round  
  Tires are the most important  

part of any car. Tires are the most  

complex part of any car. Sound a 

bit exaggerated? These state-

ments were taken from the inter-

net, on sites such as Tir-

eRack.com, Popular Mechanix 

and others, to numerous to men-

tion. This is a topic that gets a lot 

of attention in various printed and 

electronic media, including our 

CCCA Bulletin and is well war-

ranted considering the possible 

catastrophic  results of a failed 

tire. Please, don ’ t  take any 

chances of endangering yourself, 

family, friends and others, includ-

ing your True Classic® because 

damaged/worn tires. It is not al-

ways easy to judge the quality/

integrity  of your tires for safety 

purposes, but there are a few 

things you can do. 

A visit to Check Spielman ’ s Only 

Yesterday  garage to chat with 

Joe Trudo who provided some 

information and web sites that 

address this serious matter. The 

website TireRack.com  will an-

swer most questions but will also 

lead you many other sites for any 

additional concerns. 

   Important general information is 

the industry as well as D.O.T. 

( D epartment of Transportation )  

recommend a limit of 10 years for 

replacing your tires. Some manu-

facturers recommend 6 years. 

Our San Diego/Palm Springs re-

gion might want to consider a 

shorter time frame due our hot 

and dry climate, UV exposure, 

along with other environmental 

concerns which accelerate tire 

deterioration, along with storage 

and infrequent use. 

  To determine the age of your 

tires look at the inside sidewall 

and find the DOT letters followed 

by an alpha-numeric code ( see 

photos ) . The last 4 digits of the 

code are the lot date of the tire 

manufacture. The 1st two num-

bers are the week, and last 2 

numbers are the year the tire was 

made. So, 5107 would be the 

51st week of 2007. This method 

was a requirement in the  year 

2000. Prior to that a 3 number 

code was used. So 314 would 

mean the 31st week of 1994, or 

1984, or 1974...The decade was 

not determinable. All your tires 

are recommended to  be XX05 or 

higher at this writing. 

   It is critical to perform a walk 

around inspection of your tires 

before each run. The signs are 

sometimes difficult to spot. Tire 

deterioration may include cracks 

on the sidewalls, in any area, that 

need to be watched for future 

growth, if near the tire bead or 

center of the hub they are more 

serious and may need immediate 

attention. Other visual flags are 

mushroom cap like bulges ( or 

any bulges )  in the sidewalls, in-

side or outside facing, whitewalls 

appearing tan. Tires rot from the 

inside out so the tan appearance 

could be evidence of a serious 

condition.            cont. next page 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  

Tech Corner 

by Carl Stewart                   classic.carl @hotmail.com 
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   When the tire is removed 

from the rim and the tube is 

pulled, a lot of black rubber 

“ d ust ”  indicates tire rot. The 

tire serviceman and you should 

determine the severity and re-

place the tire if there is any 

question of the tire integrity. In 

our tires there are from 60 to 

over 200 different substances 

all serving a specific task. Any-

thing unusual should be taken 

seriously. 

  One last subject should be 

mentioned because of the seri-

ous results that could occur if 

you decide to work on this type 

of rim. It is called a split rim 

which was used on Model T ’ s 

and Duesenbergs ( a ny oth-

ers? ) .  

  Today mainly large trucks, fire 

engines and construction vehi-

cles use the split rim. They 

have a narrow rim that grips the 

tire bead, encircles the wheel 

outer  diameter which is bolted 

to the rim.  The split rim is ap-

parent and can be seen in the 

photos. The flat or damaged 

tire can be replaced by remov-

ing the bolts and sliding the tire 

off the hub. Due to extreme tire 

pressure and gases formed in 

the tire fatal accidents, as well 

as other major injuries, have 

been recorded  with people try-

ing to remove these rims.  The 

professionals that work with 

these tires have a safety cage 

made from 6 or 7 ~3 inch steel 

pipes bent in a inverted U 

shape and set in a concrete 

floor.  This should give you an 

idea of the respect these pros 

have for the danger these tires 

present.  

Bottom line, if you have a split 

rim, take it to a pro. Don ’ t  

mess with it. The rim can be 

replaced with standard rims 

without harming the cars pedi-

gree.  

 

    

Top and  middle 

pictures  show   

a split rim. The 

rim ends have a 

gap , under the 

gold  bar on the 

red wheel and 

at 6 o ’ clock on 

the  Duesy 

wheel ( dark 

space ) .  

 

 

 

The bottom  

photo  shows 

the DOT coded  

ID  with the last 

4 digits  being 

the lot date 

code.  The year 

is 1981 and the 

tires are out of 

circulation. 
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Thirty Year Resto-
ration  Makes 
Cord  a Museum 
Showpiece 

This 1929 L-29  Cord 

Brougham Lycoming en-

gine  with straight  eight 

flat heads ( side  

valves )  is on display at 

the San Diego Automo-

tive Museum in Balboa 

Park.  After being found 

rotting in a field., a father 

and son team restored 

the Classic.  Richard and 

Adeline Smith  of SD  

own the Cord. 
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