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    Dave Darwin ’ s 1937 Cord 8.812 s/c Phaeton  took the top prize in Sen-

ior Production cars 1937-1939 at the San Marino Grand Classic held in 

June.  (See pg.4 for a photo of Darwin with his trophy. )  

Local Cars Take Prizes 

 at San Marino Motor Classic 

 

   Tom O ’ Hara ’ s 1934 Packard 8,1100 Convertible Sedan was awarded 

First  Place Primary Class with 96.5  points. ( S ee O ’ Hara ’ s story p.4. )   
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Classics gathered at the Kokanee Springs Golf Resort in Crawford Bay, Idaho. 

The Breathtaking Beauty of Canada 

and a Classic CARavan 
 

 

 

June 11 Kokanee Springs Golf Resort 

Nick Fintzelberg keeps an eye on his Classic among the throngs of  cars aboard the ferry in Canada. 
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CARavan in Canada: 

1200 Miles of Paradise 

                                                        by Nick Fintzelberg 

   CCCA CARavans have been around since the early 

1950s. The purpose –and still the goal –  is to enjoy own-

ership of the finest, most distinctive and/or most spec-

tacular cars of an era gone and not likely to return.  How 

best to enjoy these marvelous machines is to drive them.  

And drive them we do on CARavans. 

   The Pacific Northwest Region has hosted CARavans 

every four years since 1970 and the routes they choose 

always show off Washington, Idaho, Montana, Alberta 

and British Columbia at their very best.  I have been on 6 of the 14 previous tours, Bob and Ann Steiner 

have been on them all, and we agree that this year ’ s was at the top. We drove just shy of 1200 miles with 

2 full-day rest stops, covering 2 states and 2 provinces.  Although there was one serious accident ad 2 mi-

nor ones ( no injuries ) ,  there were no mechanical failures.   The majority of the cars were from the 1930s 

and with a combined mileage of 75,000 miles ( 62 cars completing 1200 miles )  proves that  a 

“ r estoration ”  is not only paint and chrome, but mechanical excellence. 

The weather was perfect for driving, cool but never cold.  The Zeiger ’ s ‘ 4 1 Cadillac, Steiner ’ s  ’ 35 

Packard,  and my ‘ 48 Town and Country, all convertibles, experienced only 2 days of top down driving.  Of 

course, the Bentley boys and the one Bugatti ran tops down even on the single day of drizzle.  Brave?  

Hardy? No top to put up? No one asked. 

   The Woolseys were the most comfortable in their elegant Packard, with Catherine at the wheel most 

of the time.  Catherine is leading a touring campaign to encourage more women to get behind the wheel.  

Packards were well represented on this CARavan including two seldom seen ’ 47 coupes.  Another 

rare dual was a pair of 1931 Studebaker convertibles, properly identified as “ Four Seasons. ”   Aside from 

the Bugatti, the rarest car present was a 1935 Airflow coupe.  Most impressive was the number of 12 cylin-

der Packards present, in all body styles.  Including, of course, the Steiner ’ s and Woolsey ’ s cars. 

To try to describe the scenic wonders of such a ruggedly beautiful landscape as the Canadian Rockies 

is a challenge.  Because the vistas are so enormous no single paragraph can even capture a hint of the 

whole picture.  Ironically the scenic beauty begins almost along the borderline separating the US and Can-

ada. Canadian restraint and good taste has kept this natural treasure free of fast food chain outlets and 

roadside amusements. 

To summarize our route, we drove north from Coeur d ’ Alene, Idaho to the Canadian border and on to 

a pleasant setting at Crawford Bay for lunch.  As with most CARavans, the longest driving stretch is in the 

morning to a relaxing luncheon and then on to the host hotel to arrive late in the afternoon. This was in  re-

mote areas, so hotels and nice restaurants are hard to find that can accommodate a group of nearly 200 

people.  The Seattle hosts did a masterful job on this important part of planning.  

We spent our first night in Nelson, BC and the next day drove to a spectacular location near Reven-

stoke, BC and stayed in a resort that appeared to be a European castle on steroids.  This one, like most of 

the other hotels on our tour were 3 or 4 star quality in settings that are seen only in travel brochures. 

Our next day of driving took us to the best-known sites in BC, Banff and Lake Louise.  They are in the 

rugged cowboy and oil rich province of Alberta.  Lake Louise was a little cloudy, but still a picture-perfect 

body of water surrounded by sheer mountains.  We were treated like dignitaries by the staff, including park-

ing our cars on a rooftop  away from the masses.  

The night and a lay-over the next day was Banff, a neat village in an Alpine setting with more tourists 

than we had seen on our whole tour,  Hiking, shopping museuming, being just plain lazy was the plan for 

this non-driving day.  Leaving Banff and heading toward the less spectacular  mountains of Alberta, we 

ended the day in the most unusual place, the village of St. Eugene rich in “ First American ”  sights.  

Lake Mc Donald Lodge in Banff, Canada 
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CARavan cont. 

   The next day was a casual drive across the border 

into the US and getting situated in an environment 

that was the extreme contrast to St. Eugene,  White-

fish, Montana.  Several CARavans have stopped 

here and its contrast with reality never ceases to 

amaze.  At the edge of one of the most beautiful US 

national parks, on a huge lake high in the Rockies,   

sits a village where every top name clothing and jew-

elry designer has an outlet and the seldom used 

houses fronting the lake could well be in Beverly 

Hills.  

   The final driving day was long, but we arrived back 

in Coeur d'Alene by mid-afternoon. It was impressive 

that nearly every one of the car-carriers was waiting 

for us at the hotel.  The scene of watching 5 dozen 

Classics loading onto vans got the attention of an 

otherwise blasé crowd of tourists and locals spend-

ing a very warm afternoon on the town park adjacent to our hotel on the beautiful lakefront. 

The next Pacific Northwest Region CARavan should be in another four years, plenty of time to finish 

that restoration.  If, like me in 1990, a PNC Caravan is your first, you ’ l l be an enthusiastic CARavaner for 

the rest of your driving years.  

 

Local Classics Take Prizes at San Marino Show 

   
Congratulations are in order for CCCA SD/PS Region  members Tom O ’ Hara, and David and Elaine 

Darwin whose Classic Cars made a grand showing at the San Marino Motor Classic in June. 

Tom is the proud owner of the 1934 Packard featured on our cover. Why proud? Well, beyond being 

the owner of a beautiful  True Classic © Packard, he  scored well enough to win the Primary Class Tro-

phy, with a 96.5 score at the huge San Marino Motor Classic held on June 

14th in Lacy Park.  

Tom ’ s Packard also won Best of Show on May 17th at the 21st an-

nual Muckenthaler Cultural Center Show in Fullerton, CA. 

Tom has had the car about 5 years and says he has been working on 

it the entire time. He is indeed a serious owner, with the credentials to 

prove it. The car spent part of its life in Uruguay, then with Texas oilman 

car collector, V. Frost, then with J. Taylor, a Chicago talk show host who  

commissioned Dennis Sobieski to finish the restoration. Tom purchased 

the car and brought it here where SD/PS region member Jim Woolsey re-

built the engine. Tom is currently researching the Uruguayan history. The 

car may have high ranking ownership in its past. 

David Darwin, ( pictured right )  also a SD/PS Region  CCCA  mem-

ber,  took the top prize in Senior Production Class Cars 1937-1939 with 

his 1937 Cord 8.812 s/c Phaeton. The Super Charged Cord is un-restored 

and is one of 196 made. It has less than 30 thousand miles on it.  The car 

was built in Indiana and has a pull-out rack  in the rear for suitcases, dual-

disappearing headlights, and a fully-hidden storage area for the car ’ s top  

behind the rear seats. It was the first produced front wheel drive car,  ac-

cording to Dave.   He purchased the Cord at auction in 2011. It had been 

at the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum for 30 years during its lifetime.    

Carl Zeiger enjoys his 1941 Classic Cadillac 

surrounded by the beauty of Glacier Park, 

Canada.  

David Darwin with his trophy 
for First Place Senior Produc-
tion 1937-1939 won at San 
Marino by his 1937 Cord . 



 

2015 CCCA Museum Experience    
Year of the Packard by Vicki Zeiger 

   The Experience, held June 7, on the Hickory Corners campus of the Gilmore Car Museum-home of the 
CCCA museum was a wonderful weekend event. Both Full Classics® and non-Classic Packard automo-
biles built from 1899 to 1958 were featured. The weekend started Friday night on the Gilmore campus 
with a barbecue.  Saturday began with a tour of the beautiful Michigan countryside. A Gala was held Sat-
urday night preceded by cocktails and a silent auction. 
   Sunday, the fun continued with the automobiles displayed on the grounds of the museum. We also were 
able to visit two new museums: the Lincoln Motor Heritage and the Cadillac-LaSalle museum. Attendees 
could also go to interesting seminars such as a focus on the importance of originality and preservation in 
the historic car market given by Leslie and Leigh Keno who appear on the PBS series, Antiques Road-
show. 
   The Experience is a great vacation destination and is a trip I hope everyone in our hobby can attend in 
the future.  It is held each year in early June. 
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1931 Packard Rollston Roadster owned by 
Tom and Donna Tulls.  

1932 Packard driven in the Olympics that 
same year. 

The Kenos flank Carl and Vicki Zeiger. 

The Keno twins (blue jackets )  review the 
original plans for David Kane ’ s Classic. 
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San Diego/Palm Springs Region 

Classic Car Club of America® 

Local Board of Directors 

Director … Nick Fintzelberg … ( 619 ) 222-0072 

Ass ’ t Dir. & Webmaster … Carl Zeiger … czeiger@cox.net 

Treasurer …  Jack Heacock … JackHeacock@yahoo.com 

Newsletter … Denise Stewart … denise.stewart@hotmail.com 

Tour Director …  Barbara Daigle … Barbara.Daigle@UAV.com 

Secretary … Don Williams … cadlincpierce@aol.com 

Board Member ... Bob Steiner… bobandannsteiner@gmail.com 

Membership …  Linnea Shoberg … wnshoberg@cox.net 

Board Member … D. David France … d.davidfrance@dc.rr.com 

Alt. Bd. Members…  

                       Charlie Hylton ...hyltonbrostrees@sbcglobal.net 

                         

                         

                                   

 

 2015 

 Calendar 

 of 

 Events 

  Barbara Daigle, Tour Director 

 

  July 19, Saturday, Cordiano Winery, scenic drive,     

winery tour and lunch.  Organized by Jim Greene and 

Don Williams 

  Sept. 20, Sunday, TBD 

  Oct. 4, Sunday, Annual Meeting                      

  Dec. 5, Saturday, Holiday Party 
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Auto Museum  Featuring 
Fins of the 50s and 60s 

 
The current exhibit at the San Diego 
Automotive Museum is concentrating 
on the Post War Years—Wings n 
Fins.   They have several fine examples 
of some of the more unusual fin de-
signs from the late 50s early 60s. They 
discuss the designers responsible for 
the era of Fins, where the fin came 
from and the development of Fin de-
signs through the years along with de-
scriptions of the car shows, Motoramas 
and concept cars of the day.  They also 
have an exhibit on the Drive In movie 
over time and specific San Diego Drive 
in History. The museum highlights the 
optimism of the era and the increasing 
role the automobile played in daily life. 
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Saratoga Auto  

Museum and New 

York Classic Cars 
                                            By Carl Stewart 

While visiting kin in upstate New York in May we 

took a short trip from my sister ’ s home to Saratoga 

Springs in search of some leafy scenery and lunch. 

Saratoga is mainly known for thoroughbred horse rac-

ing and also harness racing but it does have good res-

taurants. The Travers Stakes race which is held annu-

ally began in 1864 and is recognized as the oldest 

race in the U.S. Saratoga, on scenic Saratoga Lake, is  

an affluent, picturesque city of about 25,000 people 

and home to many historic sites. Lavish and ornate 

Victorian mansions, prestigious Skidmore College with 

2,500 students, and the racetrack highlight the town. 

What has this to do with Classic cars? Nothing. It is 

just a beautiful area to drive through on the way to 

lunch or the Saratoga Automobile Museum aka SAM. 

 We were fortunate when we arrived at the 

SAM to find Museum Trustee Tony Zappone in his 

office. We introduced ourselves as CCCA members 

and he was delighted to give us a personal tour. As 

luck would have it, he was familiar with some of our 

club members. He was a very gracious host and en-

couraged anyone  visiting the area to drop by and he 

will be glad to  show you around. Tony has his 1947 

Cadillac Series 62 convertible on display. Among the 

other cars  was a familiar looking dark blue 1930 Rolls 

Royce Phantom II. Familiar because it has been in 

several movies including The Sorcerers , and Indiana 

Jones and the Last Crusade, according to Tony. 

Cars, from a 1913 American Fiat Type 56, a 1936 

Pierce-Arrow convertible coupe, and a 1929 Cadillac 

Series 341-B Pewter Town Sedan were accompanied 

by horse buggies and carriages covering two floors of 

the SAM. The venue is an old restored and repur-

posed bottling company plant set in what is now a 

lovely park. Worthy of note, are the  artistic displays of 

information on various cars designed and  manufac-

tured in New York during the early days of automobile 

production. The art deco presentation of the historical 

information made for a pleasant and  informative visit. 

During the early days of automobiles, several dif-

ferent cars were produced in New York and people 

like the  Brunn family of Buffalo were a driving influ-

ence in design.  We were especially interested in the 

Brunns because of their unique accomplishments in 

New York and later in Michigan. And the fact that Bar-

bara Brunn Whiteman is a member of our CCCA re-

gional club made it imperative that we focus on the 

Brunn ’ s contribution to automotive history. ( S ee 

next page. )  

Prior to our visiting the SAM, we had no idea what 

a delightful experience that afternoon would bring us.  

New York Classic Car designers, including Brunn , 

are featured at the Saratoga Auto Museum 

SAM Trustee Tony Zappone and his  

1947 Cadillac Series  62 Convertible 
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1929 Pierce-Arrow 

Saratoga Auto Museum 

Displays Historical Classics 

    Saratoga Springs in upper New York 

State sports  a car museum  that com-

petes with the ponies for tourists. It fea-

tures NY car makers who set  the pace 

in the early days  of automobiles. 

1928 Franklin Airman Series 12 Sport 
Sedan owned by Charles Lindbergh. 

1929 Cadillac Series 341B Town Sedan 

 



 

SD/PS Members Showed at San Marino Motor Classic 
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California Assembly Member Brian Maienschein celebrates July Fourth in Carl Stewart ’ s  
1948 Lincoln Cabriolet along the parade route in Scripps Ranch.  The Assemblyman is a 
regular in the community parade and enjoys his annual “American Classic Ride ” .  

     
  (Above )   Doug Skeen from Vista showed his 
1929  Duesenberg Model J Phaeton. 
 
  ( Right )  1934 Bugatti 8 Type 57 Aravis Road-
ster owned by Paul Emple of Rancho Santa Fe. 
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Another brilliant contribution to our CCCA family from Only Yesterday Classic Autos! The following is 

a vehicle checklist performed by Only Yesterday upon receipt of a new project car. It is useful for anyone 

one of us who is looking at a new car or would like to spend a little time getting to know one we might al-

ready be fortunate to have in the barn.  

  Inspection Checklist 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  

Tech Corner 

by Carl Stewart                   classic.carl@hotmail.com 
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Exterior  

1.Operation of hinges and latches 

2.Operation of headlamps, brake lamps and  turn           

signals 

3. Doors and trunk locks, power door locks; hood 

and trunk lid latches 

4. Window lift/lower 

Interior  

6. Instruments  and warning lights function 

7. Interior lights: dash, courtesy, glove box 

8. Interior panels and trim 

9. Power seat; mirrors, side view and rear view 

10. Windshield wiper operation, blades, refills, flu-

ids 
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                       Under The Hood 

11.  Battery post, cables, level; charging 

12.  Engine oil, transmission fluid, power steering fluid     

and condition 

13.  Brake fluid, engine coolant, radiator level and ex-

pansion tank condition 

14.  Hydraulic systems and levels 

15.  Clutch master cylinder fluid and level 

16.  Pressure test cooling system temperature rating test coolant temp 

17.  Check all belts and hoses for age, leaks ( cooling, fuel, A/C, hydraulic )  

18.  Check fan clutch operation 

19.  Check air filter condition 

Under The Chassis 

20.  Leaks? Engine oil, Coolant, brake fluid, transmission fluid or power steering?  

21.  Mounts: engine, transmission 

22.  Rear differential, transfer case, standard transmission fluid levels 

23.  Power steering function, steering gear, control arm and bushings 

24.  Tie rod end and ball joints, struts and shocks 

25.  Axle shaft and CV joints. Visual inspection for an frame damage 

26.  Exhaust system: leaks, cracks; warpage 

27.  Brakes:  

Front pad minimum 1/16 to sensor 7/32 to shoe  (                           )  

Rear pad/shoe shoe min. 3/32 to shoe rivet   (                           )  

28.  Brake lines and hoses for leaks or wear 

29.  Wheels and Tires: condition, minimum thread 5/32 ( include spare tire )  



 

A Short drive to  
Another world 

   The Hindu Mandir in Chino Hills was the destination 

for May ’ s SD/PS outing.  The elaborate temple  carv-

ings hand-done in India boggle the minds of visitors 

while the serene atmosphere of this house of worship 

brings peace to their spirits. It was a unique experience. 
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We stock hundreds of hard-to-find restoration supplies and 

accessories: 
 

Vintage floor coverings, red radiator hose, corrosion-free coolant, unique 
selection of sheet and bar stock, trunk hardware, copper gaskets, red fiber 

washers, hose clamps, lubrication fittings, horn bulbs & tubing & parts, electrical 
fittings, battery cable, primary wire, spark plug cable & connectors, bakelite 

plugs, wire loom & conduit, hood strap springs, body & running board moldings, 
body cushion & hood lace, shock strapping, brass hardware, high head & 

specialty bolts, NOS light bulbs of all types, etc. 
 

Call us today for our 40-page illustrated catalog or visit our website to download 
one. 

 
 

Restoration Supply Company 
15182 B Highland Valley Rd., Escondido, CA 92025 

 

         Phone:  (800) 306-7008      info@RestorationStuff.com 

         Fax:      (760) 739-8843      www.RestorationStuff.com 

We are the hardware store you have 

been looking for with the correct parts 

for your Brass and Vintage restoration 

project! 
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