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   We concluded our club activities for 2016 with a really enjoy-
able holiday lunch at the Bahia Hotel, on the beach on Mission 
Bay, on Sunday, December 4th.  We had 34 members and 
guests attending on a beautiful sunny day.  And four Classic 
Cars were in the hotel parking lot for all to see. Our dining 
room’s large expanse of glass windows looked out onto the 
bay, and the two handsome boats docked at the hotel - the 
William D. Evans, and the Bahia Belle. Prior to lunch, a run-
ning slide-show of our 2016 Grand Classic in Rancho Santa 
Fe was being shown on a large screen at the front of the 
room.   
   During this pre-lunch visiting period, raffle tickets were sold 
for two items. One was a chance for the winning ticket holder 
to take half of the total ($320.00) paid by ticket buyers, with 
the other half going to the club treasury.  A second raffle item 
was a large framed V-16 Cadillac touring car poster. The win-
ners of each raffle were announced at the conclusion of the 
meal. 
   A delicious lunch buffet was set up for us to serve ourselves, 
with lots of variety in the delicious food offerings.  Members 
enjoyed mingling before we all sat down to eat, and during 
lunch continued to visit with each other at large round dinner-
tables, each seating 8 people.  
   Following lunch, the new and continuing board members 
were introduced to everyone.  First the director, Don Williams, 
introduced himself.  Next, Jim Greene, our club secretary, was 
introduced.  Jim is General Manager of the Bahia Hotel and 
was responsible for the wonderful setting and wonderful food 
that we all enjoyed.  
   Denise Stewart, newsletter editor, spoke about the need for 
contributions from members to the newsletter, to help keep it 
interesting to all readers.  Carl Zeiger was introduced as the 
new membership chair. He will be informing members during 
the upcoming year of specific events. With his taking on the 
duties of membership, his prior job as web-master will be 
turned over to Pierre LaPointe, who was introduced as the 
new web-master for our local region.  
   Jack Heacock, treasurer, gave a very brief treasurer’s report.  
The club had sufficient funds on hand to cover the cost of this 
lunch for every member, and one guest of each member. We 
do not have major expenses, such as a Grand Classic, loom-
ing in 2017, so the board felt the treasury had sufficient re-
serve, on this isolated occasion, to “give back” to members on 
this occasion.   

   Mike Adams, our new tours chair, spoke of several interest-
ing potential tours he has in mind for 2017, and encouraged 
members to help him by making suggestions of their own that 
they might  have.  He definitely wants events to be car-
oriented, but spoke of not emphasizing too strongly the need 
to bring out the Classic Car to participate in the event. Some-
times the Classic Car isn’t running well, or sometimes the tour 
being planned is not well suited do driving the old car, or find-
ing a place to park it while we are visiting our chosen site for 
the day.   
   Joel Cutler, our Palm Springs representative, was unable to 
attend.  But via a phone call earlier, he left a message encour-
aging us to consider winter-time events in the pleasantly warm 
and sunny Palm Springs area. He has worked in the hotel 
industry for many years in the area, and said he could arrange 
some very enjoyable and reasonably priced gatherings. 
   Two of our new board members, Tom O’Hara and Tim Pe-
stotnik, were unable to attend because of a conflict with their 
Packard Club event on the same day. They sent regrets. 
   All in all, it was a festive and thoroughly enjoyable early af-
ternoon event.  No one left the least bit hungry. 
   Our first planned event for 2017 is a visit to Alan Taylor’s 
restoration shop in Escondido, on Saturday, February 18. The 
specifics are in another section of this newsletter on page 9.        
The cars should be spectacular. Hope to see you there! 
 

Gary Marchetti ’ s 1932 Cadillac, 355B All 

Weather Phaeton 
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DIRECTOR … Don Williams … cadlincpierce@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP … Carl Zeiger … czeiger@cox.net                   

SECRETARY … Jim Greene  … jgreene@bahiahotel.com 

TREASURER … Jack Heacock … jackheacock@yahoo.com 

TOURS … Mike Adams … mikesadams4@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER … Denise Stewart … denise.stewart@hotmail.com 

PALM SPRINGS REP … Joel Cutler … cljc@dc.rr.com 

AT LARGE … Tom O’Hara … gonebananasbeach@cs.com 

                      Tim Pestotnik … tim@pestotnik.com 

 

WEBMASTER … Pierre Lapointe … pierre@drivevinty.com 

The position of 
Assistant Direc-
tor  remains 
open. 

Tim Pestotnik ’ s 1934 Packard 8, 1101 Roadster. 

Mike Adams ’ s 1925 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost 

Town Car by Merrimac at the Leo Carrillo Ranch. 

 

Syd Harris ’ s 1930 Pierce Arrow 

  Clubs Join to Celebrate Their 
Classic Cars 

 This fall members of the San Diego/ Palm Springs 

region of the CCCA were invited to participate in 

the Pierce Arrow Club ’ s event at the Leo Carrillo 

Ranch in Carlsbad. Many members of each club 

share membership in the other club, so it was a 

good turnout of cars and drivers for the car show 

and catered lunch on the ranch grounds.  



 

 A 1936 Packard 

1408, V12, Converti-

ble Sedan Joins the 

Zeiger Garage                                                                                                              
by Carl Zeiger 
 
   Vicki and I purchased our 1936 Packard 1408, V12, Convertible 
Sedan in the summer of 2015.  We had been looking for another 
Classic to continue our CARavan activities without relying solely on 
our 1941 Cadillac Convertible Sedan which has traveled over 
25,000 miles in eleven years on twelve CCCA CARavans.   
   With the help of David Kane, an active CCCA Member and col-
lector from New Jersey, we found and purchased it from a gentle-
man in Northern California.  The car was originally delivered in Los 
Angeles by car dealer, Earle C. Anthony, to Dennis Morgan, a well-
known Hollywood film actor and singer of the 1940’s. Later in life it 
was owned by Robert Frank, a Pebble Beach judge for over 25 
years.  
   In the 1960’s the car was painted, front seats were upholstered, 
some plating was done and a new top was installed to keep the 
Dietrich bodied car looking good for an eighty year-old unrestored 
Classic.  It is equipped with a divider window between the front and 
back seats which when closed blocks all sound from front to back 
seats. The wood trim throughout the car is in amazingly good con-
dition. 
   We accomplished our goal and were able ship the car to Maine 
to participate in the Classic New England CARavan, a 1,200 mile 
trip with over 100 cars traveling throughout New Hampshire and 
Maine.  Except for minor issues, not counting a flat tire on a 6,000 
pound vehicle, our new addition was a joy.  

 

 Bahia Perfect Setting 

 for Holiday Party                                                       
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Bahia Hotel Perfect Setting for  
SD/Ps CCCA Holiday Party 

 

Charlie Hylton and 

Gene Calman get it 

on for Santa Claus. 

 

 

Dave and Elaine Darwin  

celebrated along  with 

their friends. 

  

 

Denise Stewart, 

ClassicTouring 

newsletter editor, 

acknowledges 

the recognition 

by the SD/PS  

celebrants.  

 

 

Don William 

1933 Pierce-

Arrow club se-

dan  attracted 

attention from 

hotel guests. 

 

   Zeiger ’ s unrestored 1936 Packard 1408, V12 re-

cently made the New England 1200 mile CARavan. 
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 Love in the Air 
   Linnea Shoberg and Ben Oakes were married at the 
home of  SD/PS member, Ernie Follis, on  October 22, 
2016. The ceremony and reception were lovely and the set-
ting was made even more special by the beautifully made 
wooden sculptured altar constructed for the occasion by 
Ben.  Of course, the bride selected some beautiful musical 
numbers played on an organ brought in for the occasion.  
Organ music is a big part of the Shoberg family’s tradition. 
   The bride was beautiful in her gorgeous gown and the 
groom handsome, and the setting was very special with the 
beautiful Pierce-Arrows displayed on the grounds of Ernie’s 
home. 
   Congratulations to Linnea and Ben! 
 
 
(Upper Right) Linnea and Ben before the altar built by 
Ben. 
 
(Below)  Local CCCA Director Don Williams and  his 
partner Jim Greene arrive for the Classic Wedding. 

( Above )  Kerstin Shoberg , 

the Maid of Honor and sister 

of the bride,  walks to the 

altar. 

 

( Left )  Carl and Vicki 

Zeiger and their 1941 Cadil-

lac Convertible. 
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  CLASSIC CARavan 

in NEW ENGLAND 
                           by Vicki Zeiger 

   In early September, SD/PS’s Regional Members, 
Nick Fintzelberg, Catherine & Jim Woolsey, Jan and 
Larry Symon plus Florida Region member Joe Ma-
laney along with Carl and me, loaded our Classics 
onto a transporter in Southern California, headed for 
Portland, Maine, to begin a memorable trip through 
New Hampshire and Maine along with about 100 
Classics from across the country. 
   And, what a fabulous trip it was! Riding with us for 
most of the trip were Dianne and John Kernan, until 
the exhaust gasket got so bad from our 1936 Packard 
Convertible Sedan, that they decided to rent a car to 
finish out the tour. Even though our Packard had been 
given the once over by several mechanics, still some-
thing came up that was unanticipated. That is proba-
bly what makes these trips so adventurous. You 
never know what is going to happen but you can be 
assured that you are not alone and that there will be a 
dozen or so “mechanics” on the trip to help you 
through your temporary “issue”. We had a flat tire 
along the way too, but more about that later. 
  The CARavan actually started in the New Hampshire 
Mountains at Mount Washington Hotel & Resort which 
was our home base for most of the trip except when 
we traveled to the seashore in Maine for a few nights. 
The 104 Full Classics made the driving so much fun 
as we roamed through small villages and towns on 
byways and roads throughout the lovely countryside. 

The leaves were just about turning and as the week 
moved on you definitely could see more color as the 
days went by. Mid-week we left New Hampshire for 
the coast to Point Lookout. We ate Lobster Rolls at 
“Tubby’s”, experienced a true Clambake and then set-
tled in to the most adorable seaside, quaint resort, 
one could ever wish for. 
   One issue we found was that the roads were a little 
rough in New England. Even though we had a com-
plete set of new tires, we still had a flat. Fortunately 
after our “crew” went to work, Triple A showed up to 
get us back on the road quickly. 
   We ended our trip back at the Mount Washington 
Resort and then the transporter took us back in Port-
land for the journey home. 
   Carl and I love to CARavan. We have met so many 
neat people and have seen so many things we would 
not have otherwise. Another CARavan is coming up in 
Arizona this Fall. We are going, why don’t you all join 
us. Arizona highways are the best! 
PS For a complete description of the New England 
CARavan, see the article published in the winter 2016 
edition of THE CLASSIC CAR. 
  
Nick Fintzelberg, our past Director, and Joe Ma-
laney of the Florida Region share a meal and their 
interest in Classic Cars and the CCCA. 

  
The home of the Bahre Collection in Oxford, ME. 
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( T OP )  The Bahre Collection  in  Oxford, Maine  

was a feature of the NE CARavan.  The red car is an 

unrestored 1947 Delahaye, 135M, Roadster, Figoni & 

Falaschi. 

( M IDDLE, L.. )  Even Classics get flats so friends 

help fix them. 

( M IDDLE, R. )  Carl Zeiger and John Kernan  wait in 

line to cross a traditional NE covered bridge. 

( L EFT )  Classics cruise the main street of Camden ,  

Maine. 
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Tech Corner 
 

by Jim Greene 

 

                                                                                                                                           

To Brake or not to brake?   

That is the Question. 

   Having grown up in Colorado Springs at the foot of Pikes Peak 
(14,115 feet) I learned early on about not letting brakes heat up, 
particularly on cars with drum brakes (modern cars have disc 
brakes.)  To this day the Rangers still stop you coming off of 
Pikes Peak to make sure you haven’t just left your foot on the 
brake pedal coming back down, at the midway point, known as 
Glen Cove. 
   Now some of you may think because your Classic car has some 
sort of power assist on the brakes that it is immune, be it vacuum, 
or Stewart-Warner, that you can overcome a hot set of brakes by 
pushing harder on the pedal……you won’t.  Physics will win.  It is 
best to have the car in second gear when descending a steep hill, 
or first gear when descending a steeper hill.  
  Now if you can’t get it into second gear because your car has a 
crash box transmission or the synchronizers don’t work too well, 
then stop the car and put it in a lower gear, before you start 
down the hill.  If your car has an overdrive, be certain that the 
knob is pulled out, so it won’t go into overdrive when you start to 
descend the hill. You want the enormous benefit of “engine brak-
ing,” which cannot fade.  
  Several years ago I was driving a 1947 Lincoln Continental with 
a Borg-Warner overdrive, which wasn’t working correctly, and it 
wouldn’t engage into overdrive, or disengage.  This meant I could-
n’t get it out of overdrive, and it was f-r-e-e-w-h-e-e-l-i-n-g all the 
way down the hill, with no engine braking whatsoever.  This was a 
road in East San Diego County with a very steep descent.   Fortu-
nately for me, and for the car, I knew it had a very steep ascent 
up the other side.  I was very familiar with the road.  I was also 
very confident in my driving skills, and I knew what the car was 
capable of doing.  Anyway, it was still hair-raising as the needle 
on the speedometer hit 87mph.  The occupants of the car were a 
little sweaty, but the car did fine.  I was able to get the car to a 
stop on the ascent and got it out of overdrive.  A potentially very 
serious outcome was avoided.  
  On another note on overdrives: second gear overdrive has al-
most the same gear ratio as third gear without overdrive, meaning 
it has little to no engine braking power. 
  Drum brakes, as in 99% of our Classic Cars, heat up with re-
peated application of the brake pedal.   
  An even greater sin is “riding the brakes” constantly, allowing for 
no cooling at all.  This heating up causes the brake drums to ex-

pand outwards, making it impossible (or more difficult) for the 
brake shoes to reach the drums.  It also causes the drum to take 
on kind of a “bell shape,” meaning that only about ½ inch of the 
shoe width is touching the drum. (Instead of the two inches of the 
brake shoe that should be touching the drums.)  The brake pedal 
will go almost all the way to the floor, and it may bottom out on the 
floor, and you will have no braking power at all.  To get really-
basic, the car cannot be stopped.  Period. 
Lifesaving instructions follow: 
   If your car is equipped with Freewheeling, don’t ever use it, 
unless you know the entire tour is on flat ground.  If you don’t 
know the route, don’t get caught off guard with the car in free-
wheeling. 
   If your car has overdrive, pull the knob out (of overdrive) before 
driving on an unknown route.  Unless you are very familiar with 
how your overdrive works.Your modern “GTU” (generic transpor-
tation unit) has anti-lock, equalized, traction controlled, forward 
collision warning, automatic emergency braking, blind spot warn-
ing, skid proof, idiot proof,  unoverheatable, brakes (whew!).  Your 
6000 pound classic does not!  Remember this! If the brakes are 
not working correctly, “just say no” (like Nancy Reagan would) to 
the tour until you get them fixed.When you come to the top of the 
hill, or before a long descent, keep your wits about you.  Assess 
the situation, which could mean stopping the car, and decide on a 
suitable downhill gear.  Remember this could be a lifesaving 
pause.  
   Stay off the cell phone while you are driving a classic—no tex-
ting, no tweeting.  Modern cars can get you out of a jam—classics 
cannot.  
  Does your classic have front and rear cameras?  Likely not. 
  Plan ahead, think ahead, and you will have a safe and enjoyable 
tour. 
 
Happy 
 Motoring! 
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   Meet at the Inn at Rancho Santa Fe, out in FRONT, 5951 Linea Del 

Cielo, Rancho Santa Fe, CA. BEFORE 10:00 AM (or earlier, to walk 

around the cars at the Secret Car Club staging area.) 

  Mike Adams, our Tour Director has planned a wonderful day for us.  

                                     We will depart at 10:30 AM Sharp !  

  We will travel over Del Dios Highway to the renowned restoration shop 

of Alan Taylor who specializes in FRENCH CARS. We will tour his in-

credible shop while nibbling on French pastries and sipping cafe 

latte’s. After learning about the “Art of Restoration” from Alan, we 

will again hit the road and travel a short distance to A Delight of 

France, which is a wonderful, charming, affordable French restau-

rant for lunch or breakfast, if you prefer. (This restaurant provides 

catering to the Centre for Performing Arts and everything is fresh and 

handmade on site.)  We will select our meals from an open menu and 

pay our servers directly. We require your RSVP for the Shop visit and 

for seating at the restaurant to give both appropriate notice. 

RSVP  

on or before February 13, 2017 

to CZEIGER@COX.NET 

 to  RESERVE your  name and 

number in your party. 

 
THE FRENCH CONNECTION 

OOH LA LA! 
       Are you ready for a delight of France? 

  PREESENTED BY THE SAN DIEGO/PALM SPRINGS REGION  
OF THE CLASSIC CAR CLUB OF AMERICA  

              SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2017 

mailto:CZEIGER@COX.NET
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Synopsis of the November 13, 2016 

Lunch and Membership Meeting  

   The lunch began at eleven A.M., at Hernandez Hide-

away on Lake Hodges with each person ordering his or her 

own meal. Twenty-six members were present, along with 5 

classic cars. It was a sunny and warm-for-November day. A 

good day to have old cars out for a drive. The classic cars 

were all parked directly in front of the restaurant, for all to 

enjoy. Many patrons of the restaurant also showed consid-

erable interest in the cars. It was rewarding to see this level 

of interest from the general population.   For the record, the 

cars were Mike and Patty Adams ’  1925 Rolls Royce Sil-

ver Ghost, Catherine and Jim Woolsey ’ s 1930 Pierce Ar-

row sedan, Gary and Amy Marchetti ’ s 1932 Cadillac 

phaeton, Don Williams ’  1933 Pierce-Arrow club sedan, 

and Tim Pestotnik ’ s 1934 Packard roadster. 

   As it was an annual membership meeting, the direc-

tor, Don Williams should have introduced the new board 

members who were among us, had various board mem-

bers present talk of their specific responsibilities, and asked 

members present for any ideas they might have for the 

coming year. 

   With three of the board members absent ( Carl 

Zeiger, Asst. Director; Jim Greene, secretary, and Linnea 

Shoberg, retiring membership )  there were fewer people to 

talk, and there was no secretary to record people ’ s com-

ments. The director felt handicapped by these absences, 

and made the error of not proceeding with the general 

meeting, as he should have. The reason for this letter, for 

those present at the meeting, and those not present, is to 

inform members of what took place at the board meeting 

following lunch. 

   First, three new board members have been elected. 

They are Mike Adams, Tom O ’ Hara, and Tim Pestotnik. 

At a board meeting following the lunch, these three new 

members, and the previously serving board members pre-

sent today ( Joel Cutler, Jack Heacock, Denise Stewart, 

and Don Williams )  were present. Two retiring board mem-

bers ( Nick Fintzelberg and Bob Steiner )  were also pre-

sent at the board meeting.    All assignments for board 

member duties could not be made that day. 

   Membership chair and web-master are not yet deter-

mined. Carl Zeiger ( who was not present )  is the current 

web-master, and thinks he may best become membership 

chair, with that position ’ s essential duties of keeping 

members in touch with each other, and publishing the 

member roster. This job requires good computer skills. 

Some yet un-named board member would then take on 

web-site responsibility. 

   The board meeting unfolded as follows: Mike Adams 

has volunteered to be tour director, and already has some 

good ideas for tours in 2017. His enthusiasm was very wel-

come. It is good to have a new person as tour director, with 

new ideas of places to go. He suggested that with the ag-

ing of our members, it is harder for older members to al-

ways get the classic car out, or to drive it at night, or even 

to make sure the battery is charged. His suggestion is to 

have us focus on automobile-related destinations for our 

tours, and to make sure people are happy to attend, what-

ever the age of the cars they are driving on the tour. 

   Another suggestion in the tours arena is the concept, 

used in the past in the club, of having the tour director be 

the central coordinator, but assigning specific tours to other 

members. This lessens the overall burden on the tour 

chairman to organize our 6 tours a year ( roughly one 

every two months ) , and allows individual members who 

have an idea for a specific tour, to proceed with responsibil-

ity for only one of the year ’ s tours. For example, Bob 

Steiner has suggested a gathering at his home in Chula 

Vista. He and Ann have done this several times in the past, 

and gatherings there are always well attended. 

   Tom O ’ Hara suggested we modify our touring for-

mat, to first meeting for lunch, and then touring. The goal is 

to increase fellowship at a lunch ( or breakfast )  gathering, 

and then have the group go on a tour together. In this con-

text, Don commented that in the past when we have used 

this format, the number people leaving following a meal 

together had been a problem. 
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   Nick suggested, continuing in the tours discussion, 

that we are the San Diego/Palm Springs region, and that 

we should have more cooler-season tours in the eastern 

part of our shared region. He suggested possibly repeat-

ing an overnight tour the club took years ago, going to 

Borrego Springs, and on to the Salton Sea and on to Indio 

and Palm Springs. This was 20 years ago, when most 

members of the club ( and their cars )  were 20 years 

younger. Another two day tour that is a spectacular drive 

is the “ Palm to Pines ”  tour. But it involves hills, up and 

down, and might not be a first choice for our older cars. 

But the tour could easily be enjoyed if people want to 

drive newer cars ( with adequate horse-power and mod-

ern brakes ) . Another enjoyable two day tour is going to 

and from Idyllwild. 

   Don asked about security for cars parked at hotels 

for overnight tours. Nick said that these arrangements are 

made with the individual hotels, and have been entirely 

effective on past tours. 

   Joel mentioned that although he is retired from the 

hospitality industry, he has many remaining connections, 

which could help us with reasonably priced hotel arrange-

ments in the Palm Springs area. 

   Tim suggested that our club combine with an up-

coming Packard Club tour to Palm Springs in March of 

2017. combining several marques increases the number 

of likely participants, and makes the whole experience 

more enjoyable. 

   Moving to another board responsibility, Denise has 

some potential suggestions for us to think about regarding 

the newsletter. She suggested that our current 16 page 

quarterly newsletter might be changed to an 8 page issue 

six times per year. She sees this as a more useful means 

of keeping communication for club members more cur-

rent. She asked the question: will the national club allow 

us to do six newsletters per year? No one present knew 

the answer to her question. 

   Nick commented that in regard to sending out the 

newsletter via email vs U.S. Postal Service, the list needs 

to be updated. Most members are content to receive the 

email version, and to print it or not from their own com-

puter. This electronic version is markedly less expensive 

for the club, and much less time-consuming for the indi-

vidual board member who has to address individual enve-

lopes and mail each individual newsletter out. Presently 

we need about 15 printed copies, 5 to send to National for 

their voting on the quality of the paper, 2 for us to keep for 

our records, and the remainder sent to members asking 

for mailed copies. These unresolved issues can be ad-

dressed by the board at a later meeting. 

   Jack gave a brief treasurer ’ s report, noting that 

our current balance is $23,116.14. Our income this year 

has been $19,577, with expenses ( newsletter, Grand 

Classic, and several others)  leaving us with the $23,000 

balance. Jack ’ s report had considerably more detail 

than I am reporting here. 

For a club our size, we are currently financially se-

cure. When we do a Grand Classic, every other year, the 

expenses are considerable before payment comes in 

from members, making this seemingly large reserve es-

sential for paying expenses while so much money is pour-

ing out. 

Mike Adams asked Don to send each board member 

a list of current board members, so that we may all be in 

communication more easily. Don said he would be glad to 

do this. 

The board meeting was then concluded. If anyone 

present for the meeting on Sunday wants corrections to 

this summary made, I welcome input. Writing things down 

while supervising the meeting likely led to some errors of 

omission on my part. 

 Hopefully these are minor. 

 

 

 

Respectfully 

Submitted 

Don Williams, 

Director 
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