
 

 

 

CLASSIC 
TOURING 

July, August, September, 
2017 

 

A quarterly publication 

San Diego/Palm Springs 

 Region of the  

Classic Car Club of America® 
denise.stewart@hotmail.com 

   Mark your calendars NOW for the March GRAND CLASSIC to be held by the San Diego/Palm 

Springs region, in one of the most beautiful areas in the country, even during the month of March! The 

Inn at Rancho Santa Fe is the perfect backdrop for a weekend filled with beautiful Classics and new 

and familiar friends.  The weekend promises to be magical as you will be staying at the elegant 1920 ’ s 

era hotel set on 21 hilltop acres, planted with tall eucalyptus trees and fragrant rose gardens plus you ’

ll have the opportunity to show your Classic and view all of the exhibited Classics on the expansive front 

lawn of the Inn . The hotel, with its recent 20 million dollar restoration, creates a romantic, comfortable, 

setting and view of the Classics on the front lawn of the property.                                               Cont. p.2 

ROMANCE OF THE 1920’S AND 1930’S WILL RETURN TO 

THE INN AT RANCHO  SANTA FE, MARCH 16-18, 2018  

To Paint or Not To Paint?   Tech Article by  Restorer Mike Adams p.4 
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Grand Classic cont. 

The Inn is now under new management and as-

sociated with A Tribute Portfolio hotels, a branch of 

Starwood. 

Room Rates at the Inn at Rancho Santa Fe 

Room rates will be $249 plus a reduced Resort 

Fee of $10 per night, excluding tax.  Reservations for 

hotel rooms must be in by February 14, 2018 to qual-

ify for this reduced rate. ( This trip could be a great 

Valentine ’ s Day gift since the hotel registration 

deadline falls on February 14, 2018. )  

Call the hotel now to make your reservation at 1-

800-843-4661. 

SCHEDULE 

Friday, the weekend will begin from 3:00 PM until 

5:00 PM with registration.  

Dinner will begin at 7:00 PM after a no host cock-

tail get-together  at 6:00 PM.   

Saturday the Grand Classic will begin with car 

placement on the hotel lawn beginning at 8:00 AM.  

The Hospitality Suite will also open at 8:00 AM.  The 

Judges and Tabulators breakfast will begin at 8:30 

AM. Judging will begin at 10:00 AM. The hotel will 

have food and drinks for purchase near the field and 

since the Hotel is situated in the heart of the village 

of Rancho Santa Fe, many options are available for 

breakfast and lunch and snacks-all within a few steps 

of the field. Breakfast can be at the hotel or at Thyme 

in the Ranch bakery or great coffee is just a few 

steps away at the Positano.  Ice cream and snacks 

and sandwiches are also available at several spots 

around the village. Of course, there will be a Raffle 

for cash prizes! 

Saturday night will begin at 6:30 PM with no host 

cocktail party, followed by a sit down dinner 7:30 PM. 

Dinner will be followed by the Awards ceremony and 

a  slide photographic presentation of all of the Clas-

sics. 

Sunday the cars can begin moving off the lawn at 

8:00 AM if they are still on the lawn from the day be-

fore.  

Sunday morning we will CARavan up to the re-

nowned collection of John Ellison where light break-

fast refreshments will be available, as we enjoy visit-

ing his rare and extensive collection..  

Imagine YOUR Classic Car displayed on the 

manicured grounds of the famous Inn at Rancho 

Santa Fe; favorite vacation spot of Bing Crosby,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norma Talmadge, Douglas Fairbanks and Mary 

Pickford. If you aren ’ t  able to bring your Classic, 

come out anyway and enjoy the weekend with other 

CCCA members! Sounds romantic, and fun doesn ’ t  

it!  

Registration form is available in the November 

Issue of the Bulletin.  

 

 

 

 
 

Cover Photo 

   Tim Pestotnik ’ s 1934 Packard 8, 1101 

Roadster taken on the grounds at The Inn at 

Rancho Santa Fe  during  our  Spring 2015 

Grand Classic. 

Tom O ’ Hara ’ s 1934 Packard  8, Converti-

ble Sedan hood ornament  
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   Hello “ Touring Club ”  mem-

bers. ( Twenty five years ago we 

were organized as “ T he Touring 

Club, ”  FYI. )  

   Our club has organized and com-

pleted one tour since the publica-

tion of our prior newsletter. This 

was a tour on August 20 that in-

cluded a tour of Coronado, and of 

the Coronado Strand, with a drive 

through historic downtown San 

Diego along 5th Avenue. It then 

took us by the Star of India tall-

mast sailing ship on Harbor Drive, 

and then west on Nimitz Boule-

vard, ending at the Bahia Hotel, 

where we had a very pleasant out-

door lunch under umbrellas, with a 

cool breeze blowing. Don Williams 

and Jim Greene organized the 

tour, giving our tour director Mike 

Adams a break from creating a 

club tour. It was well attended, with 

24 people joining in the fun. Of 

course many club members did not 

actually participate in the tour, and 

I would like to encourage more  

 

 

people to participate in our tours. 

They are designed not to be too 

long for our cars, or for us, and the 

primary goal is camaraderie, in a 

like-minded group. 

   If those of you who did not elect 

to take the drive felt that their cars 

were not up to the tour, we would 

rather have you all show up in a 

“ N C ”  ( non-classic, in CCCA 

parlance )  than miss out. There   

are no points given, or even  taken 

if you arrive in a car that is only 20 

or thirty years old! The next time 

you get a circular from the club an-

nouncing a tour, please give some 

thought to joining in! 

   What could be more pleasant 

than Palm Springs in the winter?  

Stay tuned. An announcement will 

be forthcoming. 

Anyone interested in learning more 

about judging at Classic Car 

events can look forward to Eric 

Voigt ’ s judging seminar sched-

uled for sometime after the first of 

the year and before our Grand   

 

 

Classic in March, 2018 at a loca-

tion to be announced later. 

   And we will have an Annual 

Meeting scheduled for November 

19, consisting of a tour of Rancho 

Santa Fe, organized by Carl and 

Vicki Zeiger, ending at their house, 

where we will have a catered 

lunch, and the actual annual meet-

ing. An announcement of this 

meeting, and directions on where 

and when to meet to begin the tour 

has been sent. ( See next page. )  

   Finally, in December we will have 

our holiday party. This year it will 

NOT conflict with the Packard 

Club ’ s holiday event which takes 

place on December 9, a Saturday.  

Our event will be on Sunday De-

cember 3 or December 17, with 

specifics still to be worked out. 

 

 

Happy motoring. 

Don Williams, Director.   

A Message from Don 

Williams 
 

San Diego/Palm Springs  

Regional Director 
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SAN DIEGO/PALM SPRINGS REGION 

ANNUAL MEETING & TOUR 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2017, 10:00 AM                

At Carl and Vicki Zeiger’s Home 
       Go to the Main Gate of Fairbanks Ranch at 6401 Circa Del 
Norte, Rancho Santa Fe, CA where the Zeigers live. We will meet at 
the lake within Fairbanks to begin our Tour. To reach the lake, 
travel on Circa Del Norte for approximately 1.4 miles from the Main 
Gate. Make a right at the end of the street when you cannot go 
further and drive down the hill to the lake. Coffee and donuts will 
be available. 
             A catered lunch will follow at the end of the tour at Vicki 
and Carl’s and the Annual meeting will follow lunch from Phil’s Bar 
B Que. 
            Make your reservations by emailing Don at  
cadlincpierce@aol.com and also mail a $15.00 check, per person. 
Make your check out to San Diego/Palm Springs Region CCCA, to 
cover lunch. Mail your check to Don Williams at Post Office Box 
9059, San Diego, CA. 92169. Please make your reservation by e-
mail no later than November 10, 2017 so that we are sure to order 
enough food.  

The run originally scheduled for Sept. 23 had to be  modified. 

A shorter event and lunch was enjoyed by those  attending. 

It is hoped that a trip to Ernie Folis ’ s garage  will take place at 

a later date. 

mailto:cadlincpierce@aol.com
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     So you want to paint your car? 

Well, there are so many aspects 

to consider when thinking about 

painting your car that I've decided 

the only logical thing to do is break 

them down into a mini series of 

articles that will explore many of 

the most commonly asked ques-

tions and hopefully give you a bet-

ter understanding of the process. 

Along the way we will consider 

many of the other items that you 

may or may not want to attend to 

that, generally speaking, go hand 

in hand with repainting your clas-

sic. Things such as replacing the 

weather stripping in the doors and 

windows, freshening up the 

chrome, re-doing those pot metal 

pieces that have pits and bubbles 

on them, replacing the upholstery, 

wiring issues, wood graining, 

glass replacement etc., just to 

name a few. Questions like do I 

use lacquer or enamel? Ure-

thane , single stage, or two stage? 

Do I strip the car to bare metal or 

paint over the existing finish? Do I 

completely disassemble the car, 

or paint it all together? What about 

doing a complete color change? 

     Remember that once you have 

disassembled a car that was all 

together and running, you now 

have what many would call a " 

basket case". I have seen many 

projects abandoned after the 

owner gets to this stage and gets 

a dose of reality about the costs 

and time necessary to complete a 

project without having first thought 

it completely through and estab-

lishing a realistic budget. Before 

you get to this point maybe it 

makes sense to stop, sell that car, 

and buy one already done the way 

you like it.! Especially when work-

ing on cars from 1915 -1948. Our 

full classics may look fairly decent 

with no rust , but once you remove 

the fenders, you may find hidden 

rust between the fenders and the 

body. Once you pull the doors off, 

you may find bad hinges, or worse 

yet, bad wood. Anywhere moisture 

can collect over time will tend to 

rust out the metal in that area or 

rot out the wood. Many of our cars 

have bodies with wood frames. 

   I know many of you that have 

gone through the process of paint-

ing your car have found out that 

one thing leads to another and 

very quickly what started out as a 

simple repaint turns into more of a 

total restoration. Now, it's too late 

to change your mind. Which 

brings me to the point I really 

wanted to make: 

     Why are you painting your car 

in the first place? This is a very 

important question, one you will 

want to remember the answer to 

half way into the project ! . What is 

your goal? Are you going to drive 

it or show it? Is it a family heirloom 

that you would like to pass down 

to your kids? Did you always want 

one and now finally have decided 

to buy and restore your dream 

car? Are you trying to "fix it up" to 

sell it? Have you been watching all 

the car auctions on TV and 

thought to yourself I could make 

some money? Have you been 

watching all the restoration and 

painting shows on the Velocity 

channel and thought, “ G ee this 

looks so easy, and it only takes a 

week? ”  Don't forget, these 
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shows are for your entertainment! 

They should come with a warning 

 "Don't try this at home"! Cars are 

not built or painted in a week. I 

know by now you are asking 

yourselves why is he trying to talk 

me out of painting my car? No, 

it's just that after being in the 

paint business for 39 years you 

see a lot of cars and meet a lot of 

people. Sometimes a car can be 

brought back to usable or even 

show condition without repaint-

ing. Some minor touch ups and a 

good detailing does wonders on 

most cars. Preservation cars 

have become very popular and 

there are even two classes at 

Pebble Beach for preservation 

cars, Prewar and Postwar. I'm 

just saying there are many ave-

nues to consider before moving 

forward with a full scale paint job. 

     Most Classic car owners know 

that some of the best reasons to 

get involved are the people you 

meet and the places you go. 

Let's face it. We all had a circle of 

friends growing up in our old 

neighborhoods, the friends we 

had in high school, then on to 

college and soon  some of us got 

married and started raising a 

family. A 40 hour a week plus job 

gradually got us further and fur-

ther way from our high school hot 

rod days. Now that the kids are 

grown, many of us now are   at a 

time where we can afford to get 

back to our love of cars.  Well, 

where can we turn to find another 

great group of friends and recap-

ture the magic and enthusi-

asm  we once had with our cars? 

By joining a car club or two! With 

the CCCA we are associating 

with like minded folks who are 

having fun and enjoying their 

cars. And, painting and restoring 

and working on our cars is part of 

the fun.  If it's not fun, why do it? 

     These people are your refer-

ence source. Ask your fellow club 

members to share why they 

painted their cars. Does it make 

financial sense isn't always the 

only consideration. How much 

are new friends worth? How do 

you put a price on fun? How 

about helping others? What's that 

worth? So yes, there will be 

many obstacles along the way 

during your restoration ( o r paint-

ing )  but if you know where to 

look there will be plenty of people 

willing to help you every step of 

the way.  

     Do your research. Find out 

what your car was supposed to 

look like or could have looked like 

in the period it was made. Colors 

are important. Really important! 

The fact that your classic could 

have been painted any color is 

true, but it doesn't mean any 

color in 2017 being put on as 

"originally" available. Keep your 

classic period correct. That's 

where a quality paint/restoration 

shop can help. Again, do your 

research. Finding a quality paint 

shop is your number one assign-

ment !. Talk to your CCCA club 

members. Check out their recom-

mendations. Go to car shows. 

Ask owners where they got their 

car painted. Go online. Check 

references. Visit the shop. Get to 

know the owner. Ask to see re-

cent work completed. Ask for 

customer referrals. Do all this be-

fore starting work somewhere. 

80% of what your first impression 

of any car is the quality or lack of 

quality of the bodywork and paint. 

It's the foundation of a top quality 

car. If the paint and or bodywork 

is not top notch, it's hard to get 

past that and enjoy the rest of the 

car.  

     In summary before we move 

on to the "nuts and bolts" of paint 

and bodywork in the next article 

think about these points: Why am 

I painting this car? What is my 

goal? Who is going to do the 

work? How much of the work will 

I do myself? What's my budget? 
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 And a very important question at 

our age, how long will it take? Are 

you willing to invest that much 

time and money into your Classic? 

Either way, please join me next 

time for "Painting 101" . 

   Meantime, see you on the road,  

 

   Michael Adams  
 

Editor ’ s Note: 

Mike is a SD/PS club member and 

A PPG Certified Master Painter, 

professional car restorer, and 

owner of Bowden ’ s Auto Body. 

www. Michael Adams Restora-

tion.com 

Coronado Tour A Summer Delight 

      Outside the Bahia Hotel  at the end of the Coronado Tour, 

members displayed their cars for their own enjoyment  and that 

of hotel visitors  who  were touring the grounds. ( More photos 

next page. )  
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Coronado Tour cont. 

   Charles  Hylton ’ s  1940 Cadillac 8, 62, 

coupe attracted the attention of  Dick 

Fuller while members gathered at the     

Mission Bay  parking lot to  get directions 

for the run  through coastal  sights. 

   Don Williams, local director, and Jim 

Greene organized the August event. 

 

 

 

 

      Then the members left in their cars 

for a tour southward along the coast-

line through Coronado, back through 

downtown, and on to the Bahia Hotel 

in Pacific Beach for lunch on the patio. 

      From the front side,  the car above. 

 

 

 

 

 

   John Ellison and Carl  

Zeiger share some informa-

tion about  Carl's Packard 

Convertible Sedan. 


