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CLASSIC CAR CLUB of AMERICA® 

Arron Weiss’ 1936 Mercedes-Benz 8 Cabrioleta 

Fredrick Lax’s 1934 Auburn 1250 Phaeton 

                               Photos by Carl Stewart and more inside  ...                    

Ken Smith’s 1936 Delahaye 6 Competition 
 Convertible Coupe 

Four Classics Score 100 Points 

Gary Marchetti’s 1931 Packard 8, 826, Sedan 

   Inclement weather on March 17th didn’t  make it easy for the organizers, participants, viewers or judges in the San 
Diego/Palm Springs Grand Classic.  However, the rain did not diminish the enjoyment of the biennial event  coordinated 
by Carl Zeiger and his team.  The social events were held at the Inn at Rancho Santa Fe, as planned.  The judging was 
completed at a warehouse in Vista.                                                                  
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 At the Inn at Ran-
cho Santa Fe,  the 
five teams of  judg-
es fuel up with 
breakfast before   
they traveled to  the 
warehouse shelter-
ing all the Classic 
Cars entered in the 
2018 SD/PS Grand 
Classic . 

          More  on p. 4 

Carrol Jensen, Incoming National President, 
and Vicki Zeiger, a national board member, 
enjoy a warm cuppa on the morning of the 
Grand Classic. 

 

(Above) Michael Coit’s 1934 Packard 8, 1101 
Coupe Roadster 

(Left) Steve Snyder’s 1940 Packard 8,1803 Club 
Coup 

 (Below) Dan Berg’s 1926 Rolls-Royce 6 
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    Yes, It Rains in San Diego  
  

  The most newsworthy event for the SDPS Region since our last 
newsletter was our recently completed Grand Classic,  at the Inn 
at Rancho Santa Fe over the weekend of March 16th, 17th and 
18th. And the most newsworthy aspect of that event was that rain 
prevented us from having the cars displayed on the grass at the 
Inn, which was the original plan.  

Excellent prior planning by event coordinator Carl Zeiger 
enabled us to have in place a so-called “rainy day plan” in the 
case of actual rain, which was repeatedly predicted by the 
weatherman.  Our prior Grand Classic in March of 2016 was also 
impacted by rain. And now, two out of two Grand Classics have 
suffered the same fate. 

I will jump to the conclusion I have reached subsequent to 
our two most recent Grand Classics being impacted by rain. Be-
cause (A) March is part of the rainy season in San Diego and 
because (B) it is not rational to, again, plan an event for a rainy-
season month that should ideally take place on the grass in the 
sunshine, we should, therefore, (C) plan our next Grand Classic 
for a NON-rainy month, i.e. April, or May.  

I do not know explicitly why we have persisted in the 
(apparently irrational) behavior of having Grand Classics in San 
Diego in March.  I am not privy to what specific reasons the Na-
tional Club might have used for us to persist in this pattern.  But 
we want our events to be as enjoyable as possible and attended 
by as many participants as possible.  I think that is the overall 
goal. People who have worked hard on their cars to have them 
at their best for the show do not want them displayed in the rain.         
Attendees do not want to come to look at wet cars on a mushy 
grassy field.  So it is counter-productive to persist in scheduling 
Classic Car events when rain is likely.  While it is true that some 
interesting photos of raindrops on shiny paint and chrome can be 
taken, the overall effect is to “dampen” (pun intended) enthusi-
asm for the event at hand, and to make people less likely to plan 
to attend a future event is set  when they remember that rain is/
was likely. 

Our club was fortunate, via help from Mike Adams, to find a 
suitable indoor location for rent a few days before our March 16th 
deadline.   We were not sure at the time we rented the space 
that we would need it, and we were also concerned about the  

 
 
significant additional expense.  We hoped we would not 

need shelter, and could have our event outdoors.  However, we 
did need the warehouse. It was in Vista, a 30 minute drive from 
Rancho Santa Fe.  Most of the cars scheduled to appear on the 
grass made it over to the warehouse, and a surprisingly large 
number of people came to Vista to see the cars.  There were not 
the usual Rancho Santa Fe crowds that see the cars on the field 
in front of the Inn, and then come over on to the grass to see the 
cars. And there could be no photos of classic cars on the grass, 
for our newsletter, or for “The Classic Car,” our National Club 
magazine.  Photos were taken of cars in the rented warehouse, 
in an “industrial” setting, and are adequate to show details of the 
cars. The most recent issue of “The Classic Car” has cover pho-
tos of a Bugatti Royale on a grassy field, among trees.  A specif-
ic example of a more desirable outdoor setting, and a more 
memorable photograph. 

Judging proceeded in the warehouse without a hitch, and 
the awards dinner at the Inn at Rancho Santa Fe that evening 
went well, with photos of cars which won awards appearing on a 
screen in front of the dining room as the winning car, and the 
winning owner, were announced. Spirits were good and were not 
“dampened” in the least.  Overall, we had a very enjoyable 
event. 

I had planned to bring my Pierce-Arrow to the show, but I 
did not want to show it in the rain, and there was not enough 
room in the warehouse for me to bring my car, so I was asked 
not to bring it at all.  So I was impacted doubly by the It-rains-in-
March-in-San-Diego phenomenon. It is not possible to know how 
many other would-be-participants did not attend because of the 
prediction  of rain or the actual rain. 

We want, to be repetitive, to have as many cars as possible 
apply to come to our events. We want as many participants as 
possible at the Grand Classic, including those connected with 
their cars, and, additionally, the curious and interested public. 
The National Club has a general policy of spacing out events, 
with sufficient time between them, in an effort to attain maximum 
participation at any given event.  That is the likely reason for our 
SDPS region’s“ It-happens-in-March-come-rain-or-shine” time. 
slot.                                                                                Cont. p.4 

 
A Message from 

Don Williams 
 

San Diego/Palm Springs  
Regional Director 
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Director’s Message cont. from p.3. 

  A factor operating against my plan for no-rain-on-our-
parade is the fact that hotels know that it rains in March in San 
Diego, and raise their rates when people are more likely to want 
to visit at the sunny part of the year.  Moving our Grand Classic 
to April or May would increase people’s desire to attend, but 
might decrease attendance because the cost of a few days at an 
expensive hotel would go even higher. 

Where this is going is uncertain, but the question of anoth-
er Grand Classic scheduled for March needs to be discussed, at 
least. 

How do we get the most attendance, and least chance of 
rain? March? April? May? Maybe even June? San Diego has so 
much ideal weather that there must be a better-weather-month 
than March for us to try next time. At least that is what I think. 

 
Happy sunny weather motoring, 

Don Williams 

   Four person judging teams inspected and 
rated the 21 participating Classic Cars in 
San Diego/Palm Springs biennial Grand 
Classic.  Rather than the usual presenta-
tion on the lawn of the Inn at Ranch Santa 
Fe, the cars were transferred to a ware-
house in Vista to protect them, the judges, 
and the viewers from the rain. 
     SD/PS Regional club  members trained 
to be judges beforehand according to the 
national CCCA standards at a program 
masterfully conducted by Eric Voigt. 
                                   
                                 More photos on p. 7 

Ken Smith’s  1936 Delahaye 6 Competition Conv. Coupe Ron Hansen’s 1932 Pierce Arrow Victoria 

Catherine Woolsey’s 1930 Pierce-Arrow  
8,B Sedan 
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 Ernie’s Garage Celebrates the Pierce-Arrow                                         Photos by Carl Stewart 
     

 

On March 3rd San 
Diego/Palm Springs 
CCCA members 
gathered at the Er-
nie Folis car collec-
tion  to  celebrate 
the  long-time  club 
member and Pierce
-Arrow  enthusiast 
and his Classics.  

   Mike Adams, Tour 
Director, organized 
the event and led 
the club on a short 
scenic drive 
through North  
County to Ernie’s 
Garage.  

 

   Bob Steiner  and Ernie  
control the enthusiastic crowd. 

 Ernie is proud of his many  
awards for his  restorations.  

    CCCA members share their 
interest in Pierce-Arrows. 

   It’s all in the details of these Pierce–Arrows which are part of the collection in Ernie’s garage. 
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   The judging seminar was put on 
in Eric and Linda’s garage in River-
side on Feb.25th.  Eric used the 
latest judging manual as well as 
the latest video available from na-
tional as his visual aids.  After the 
classroom, as part of the training, 
everyone went outside to judge a 
1941 Cadillac 60 Special, a 1947 
Cadillac Derham Custom Series75, 
and an original 1966 Oldsmobile 
Toronado. 
 
   The following are intended as 
highlights from Eric’s presentation. 

If a car has an added overdrive 
Eric said to deduct only one 
point, but at National they 
would tell you to take off 
five points (need to check 
this in the new manual.) 

One point deduction for align-
ment pins on headlight 
lenses, introduced circa 
1956. 

Judges are now allowed to talk 
to each other while judging 
a car, but not in front of the 
owner, and not in a dispar-
aging manner. 

You can now use the judging 
manual when you are in the 
process of judging a car. 

Remember you are judging the 
car, not the person.  If there 
is an issue with the owner, 
have yourself moved to an-
other judging team. 

You are judging a car as it is 
restored today.  The cars 
did not look like that when 
they were new, and are 
probably restored to a 
much higher standard.  In 
judging an “original” cate-
gory car you must use your 
best judgment to imagine 
how the car left the factory. 

Radial tires are now ok be-

cause they come in as a 
safety issue. 

Original cars are defined many 
ways.  Is the car actually 
preserved vs. what has 
been redone “as original”?  
If an original car has been 
re wired, it is ok because it 
is considered a safety is-
sue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The senior badge must be dis-

played somewhere on the 
car, and if it is not then five 
points are deducted.  If the 
owner has a letter from Na-
tional indicating that the car 
will receive its senior 
badge, that is ok. 

If a car in the process of being 
judged does not start, it is 
ok for the judges to come 
back. 

Do not ask the owner to oper-
ate the cigar lighter. 

If the car has windshield wash-
ers, ask the owner to oper-
ate them. 

Zip ties and electrical tape are 
not correct on wiring or 
hoses.  Cloth tape is ok. 

Operation of a power converti-
ble top only needs to be 
partial.  Just have the own-
er operate the front part up 
and down automatically. 

Deduct for fan belts with mod-
ern labeling.  (check the 
new manual) 

No points are to be deducted 
for battery cutoff switches.  
This is a safety item. 

If there is a fuel leak the owner 
is given an opportunity to 

fix it. 
Don’t deduct points for a red 

undercarriage if it is a cus-
tom car.  Regular produc-
tion cars would have been 
painted black. 

If a spare tire is not exposed, it 
is not judged. 

All windows in the car must be 
operated. 

Judging should not take more 
than 30 minutes per car. 

Walk completely around the car 
before starting the judging 
to get a feel for the entire 
car. 

Have the owner start the en-
gine only once, and then 
have everything operational 
connected to the engine 
operated at the same time. 

Authenticity deductions must 
be initialed by the Team 
Leader, and documented 
on the back.  The Team 
Leader must discuss this 
with the owner. 

 
 
             Those in attendance: 

Barbara and Kent Daigle 
Nick Fintzelberg 

Vicki and Carl Zeiger 
Mike Adams 

Brian Hermansader 
Amy and Gary Marchetti 

Don Williams 
Tim Pestotnik  

Pat and Mike McCumber 
Michelle and Martin Cousineau 

Belva And Eric Baltzar 
Todd Shonenberg 

Jim Greene 
Jim Woolsey 
Linda Voigt 
Joan Voigt 

Corina Dusek was an invited  
special guest 

TECH 
CORNER 
  by Jim Greene                          

HOW TO JUDGE  
A CLASSIC CAR 
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Tim Pestotnik’s 1934 Packard 8, 1101 
Roadster 

John Ellison’s 1923 Rolls-Royce 6 Silver 
Ghost Salamanca 

Ron Hansen’s 1921 Duesenberg, DC Phaeton, Fleetwood 
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John Ellison’s 1923 Rolls-Royce 6 Silver 
Ghost Salamanca 

 

 
                                                                                     by Don Williams 
 
The Grand Classic was a huge success despite the rain. The following Club members deserve our grateful 
thanks for putting on a very successful event, including the following: 
·         The Core Team including Mike Adams, Jim Greene, Tom O’Hara, Tim Pestotnik, Carl Zeiger, Vicki 
Zeiger and me. These individuals worked the better part of almost a year in the planning. 
·         Mike Adams, for securing eight paid advertisers which secured the financial success of the event and 
for finding and negotiating the indoor venue. 
·         Carl Zeiger as Coordinator ,who led the effort to secure cars, made hundreds of calls, set up the system 
for registration and answered all of the calls for attendees, work with the police and Rancho Santa Fe Associa-
tion and the hotel to insure good parking and so much more. 
·         John Ellison for opening up his incredible collection Sunday and for providing breakfast. 
·         Pierre LaPointe, who set up the beautiful program and set up the impressive Web Page for the event. 
·         Vicki Zeiger for setting up and printing the advertising materials including flyers, postcards and window 
posters and for the special things she arranged including the flowers and props for the Saturday night dinner 
plus her organization throughout the planning. 
·         Denise Stewart and Carl Stewart for Friday and Saturday registration. 
·         Charlie Hylton for music 
Special thanks to all the advertisers who bought ads in our program. 
·         Very special thank you to Eric Voigt, our Head Judge and Linda Voigt our Head Tabulator. 
·         Very special thank you to Carrol Jensen, CCCA National President and Steve Babinsky, CCCA Head 
Judge for each attending our event. (By the way, I learned, each paid their own way from Wisconsin and New 
Jersey respectfully,  to attend the event. The Club does not pay for any Board members expenses. ) Carrol and 
Steve attended because they wanted to support our region.   
 
Very Special Thank You to the San Diego/Palm Springs Region  members who attended! 

SD/PS Grand Classic Shows Cars and Teamwork 

   SD/PS Scores Big  
at National Meeting 

 
   Congratulations to everyone in our SD/PS Re-
gion for earning seven of the eleven Region-
al  awards presented at this year’s CCCA Annual 
meeting. 
   Our Region was awarded three First Place Re-
gional awards, the Bigelow Distinguished Record 
of Overall Performance award, the Chuck Conrad 
Website award and the Steiner Grand Classic 
Award. Two Second place awards, the Tarnopol 
award for Percentage of Participation by Clas-
sic Owning members and the Dietrich award, the 
Percentage of Members Attending and Showing 
Classics. One Third place award for Member-
ship , Stability and Growth. Betty Locke was in 
attendance, and accepted the awards on behalf 
of our region. 
                                                     
                                                     
by Carl Zeiger 
 


