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Mike Adams 
Takes the 
Wheel  for 
SD/PS Region 

   Mike Adams (at the wheel) and his wife 
Patricia explored Death Valley in their 
1925 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost S110MK. 

     Welcome to the new year and a new beginning for the 
CCCA San Diego Palm Springs region as well. Every year we all 
make our new years resolutions. At least we all make plans to 
make the new year a great one. This is how your board and I 
feel as we look forward to serving our membership here in 
our home region and also working with National to help pre-
serve our hobby for future generations of Classic Car owners 
in 2019 and beyond. 

     It is an honor and privilege to serve as your new regional 
director. After many years working in the hot rod industry, in 
2012 thanks to encouragement by Gary Marchetti, I decided 
to focus on the Classics. Boy what a ride it has been.  I started 
looking for a car my wife Patricia and I could enjoy. We were 
at the 2013 Concours Santa Fe in New Mexico when I first 
saw a Silver Ghost. Members of the  Silver Ghost Association 
were there with a couple of Ghosts. They gave me a copy of 
the SGA “Tourer”. It was love at first sight. We wanted a car 
that we could tour in, as well as show at a Grand Classic.  

    After looking for 18 months I finally found S110MK, a 1925 
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost in New Jersey. After another 3 
months of negotiations I became the new caretaker. What a 
magnificent treasure. It was truly a moment in time which 
seldom is repeated. Everything came together nicely and by 
August of 2015 the car was back in California where it had 
been originally sold on March 3rd 1926. The car at one time 
spent 39 years at the Warner Bros. studios and when sold in 
1971 had accumulated only 2189 miles.  

     It is not an exaggeration to tell you that this car has truly 
been a motivating force for Patricia and I to join the CCCA 
and to now have shown it at four CCCA Grand Classics .  We 
will also be in Scottsdale for the 2019 Annual Grand Classic.  
We have also joined the HCCA, AACA, Nickel Era Touring 
Registry and other clubs that we can participate in touring 
and showing. Make the most of your membership in CCCA 
by participating in our events. 

   We are currently looking for a tour director. Meantime, we 
are open to suggestions for upcoming tours. We have al-
ready planned a great opening event at the Evans garage. 
Date to be determined. Please see flyer in this issue for an 
idea of what we will be seeing. This is not open to the public 
except by invitation/event. I am working with former SoCal 
board member Arnold Schmidt on this event.  We are also 
on board with the help of Carl Stewart, docent, to view the 
San Diego Auto Museum collection. Nick Fintzelberg has 
planned a very interesting San Diego Historical places of 
Interest tour. These are all things that a new tour director 
could just slip right into on the run. It’s more fun when you 
get involved with the club. Please consider helping as our 
new tour director. Any member can call me direct at 951-
595-0153 with questions or ideas.    

   

                      Mike Adams  SD/PS Regional Director 

                                               



Minutes from the 2018 Annual Meeting 

People and cars in attendance: 

Tim Pestotnik   1958 Facel Vega    

Vicki and Carl Zeiger  1936 Packard V-12 Conv. Sedan, 1408 

Todd Schonenberg   1939 Packard Super 8, Touring Sedan, 1703 

Mike Adams   1925 Rolls-Royce, Silver Ghost Mayfair, Merrimac 

Gary Marchetti   1932 Cadillac V-8, AW Phaeton, 355B 

Tom O’Hara   1934 Packard Dietrich Conv. Sedan, 8, 1100 

Jim and Catherine Woolsey  1935 Packard, 12, Limousine, 1208 

Don Williams and Jim Greene 1933 Pierce-Arrow, 12, Club Sedan, 1236 

Richard Greenfield   1926 Packard Runabout 336 

Nick Fintzelberg   1959 Rolls-Royce Cloud II 

Barbara Daigle and Guest 

Mike and Pat McCumber 

Eric and Belva Baltzer 

Carl and Denise Stewart 

Ernie Follis   1930 Pierce-Arrow Conv. Coupe 

Syd and Barbara Harris  1930 Pierce-Arrow Sedan     

   Minutes with Director Don Williams leading: He began by introducing the ongoing six board members, and listed the three re-elected board 

members for three year terms.  These are:  Joel Cutler, Carl Zeiger, and Jim Greene.  The voting was intense, as there were 12 responses for 

the above three members, from the 96 ballots sent out.  Only Joel Cutler was unable to attend today’s meeting, the remaining eight board mem-

bers were in attendance. 

   The Director went on to mention events and tours over the past year. 

   Annual meeting at the Zeigers in Rancho Santa Fe on 11/19/17, Holiday lunch at the Bahia Hotel in Mission Beach, 12/17/17, Judging semi-

nar at Eric and Linda Voigt’s in Riverside 2/25/18, Tour to Ernie Follis’ Pierce-Arrow garage in Vista 3/3/18, Grand Classic at the Inn at Rancho 

Santa Fe, 3/16-18, 2018, Tour of Mike Adams Body and Paint Shop—Bowden’s Auto Body, in Escondido, 6/23/18, Tour of Only Yesterday Mu-

seum in Sorrento Valley, with Chuck Spielman hosting 10/13/18, Today’s annual meeting and tour with lunch at the Zeigers 11/17/18 

   Don asked for specific board members to speak on their area of responsibility in the club. 

 Carl Zeiger stated we started the year with 96 members, we currently have 98 members, and we lost six, and gained eight.   

   Gary Marchetti gave the Treasurer’s report.  From the Grand Classic we showed a nice profit.  We had several tours and events where we 

also showed a profit.  We controlled the cost of the newsletter.  We started the year with $20,150.39 in the bank, and ended the year with 

$25,641, which gives us a net increase of $5,490.61 in our account over the past year.  A discussion then ensued over paying from the club 

treasury for the Christmas brunch at the Bali Hai on Shelter Island.  It was mutually decided that our extra money would be better spent on re-

ducing the cost of a future grand classic to participants in the event.  Regarding GC expenses, Vicki Zeiger brought up the issue of standard 

month of March for our GC’s, and the problem of rain in March.  However, having the GC in a dryer fall month will require us to pay higher prices 

for the banquet functions. (Specifically, the Friday night welcoming buffet, the Saturday morning Judge’s Breakfast, and the Saturday night 

awards banquet, would be the events subsidized.  This addendum was introduced by the Secretary while typing the minutes.)  A point was 

made about the possibility of SoCal doing their GC in combination with SD/PS’s GC, at some future date, in an effort to avoid conflicting dates 

for club events. 

  Denise Stewart repeated her request for articles of interest to readers, such as interesting histories of their cars, or a famous owner, or event 

involving the car.  Carl Zeiger mentioned how many compliments he received about Denise’s most recent newsletter.  She commented that she 

has decided to jazz up the artwork on the newsletter, and she is open to any suggestions for improvement. In an effort to broaden interest, she 

commented that an article on a “non-classic” car would be a good idea.                                                   . 

   Mike Adams, Tour Director spoke of potential tours for next year.  There is a possibility we might have a function at Evan’s Garage.  This is, as 

yet, unresolved.  He mentioned an overnight trip to Julian, in combination with another car club, such as Packard or Pierce-Arrow.  He also men-

tioned going to the J. A. Cooley Auto Museum in University Heights.  Another potential trip is the San Diego Automotive Museum in Balboa 

Park.                                                                                                                              Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                                                            Jim Greene, SD/PS region,  Secretary 

 

                                                                                                              

 



 

   Don Williams has been Director for three years, and a club officer for 25 years, and he has request-
ed to step down from his responsibilities.  He has done an outstanding job in all of the positions he 
has held in the club.   
   Carl Zeiger made a motion to make Mike Adams the new Director, and Gary Marchetti seconded 
the motion.  All board members present voted an aye to make it unanimous to make Mike Adams 
the new Director. 
   We then discussed the various positions and who would be doing what.  Gary Marchetti agreed to 
continue being Club Treasurer.  Jim Greene agreed to continue being Club Secretary.  Denise Stewart 
agreed to continue being club Newsletter Editor.  Carl Zeiger agreed to continue being Membership 
Director.  Mike Adams is now Director, so now we need someone to volunteer to be Tour Director. 
The position of Tour Director is, for the present, not filled. In the interim, Mike Adams will continue 
on the tour planning that he has already started for 2019. 
   Don Williams will send a note of board changes along with a request to general club members, ask-
ing for potential volunteer to fill the Tour Chair position, and this will be sent out in a separate email 
to members by Carl Zeiger. 
   Nick Fintzelberg has offered to do a historical tour of San Diego. With his knowledge of San Diego 
his tours are always interesting. 
   Vicki Zeiger suggested that Classic cars could consider participating in the parade in Rancho Santa 
Fe on July 4th.  And of course we will also be celebrating Nick Fintzelberg’s 85th birthday, July 4th, 
1934. 
   Respectfully submitted, Jim Greene, SD/PS secretary 

SD/PS Annual Meeting Started With A Tour 
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The 2018 SD/PS Annu-

al Meeting started 

with a run around 

Ranch Santa Fe and 

ended with a gather-

ing at the home of 

Carl and Vicki Zeiger 

for lunch and busi-

ness.   

   Photos by  

Carl Stewart 



 

Florida Region 

Hosts a Grand 

Classic  at  

Hilton Head                                                                                                                                                      

 
by Vicki Zeiger 

  

 In early November, I headed out to Hilton Head for a 
CCCA National Board meeting and to attend Florida’s 
Grand Classic being held on the South Carolina island. 
Carrol Jensen, National President has scheduled National 
Board meetings this year to coincide with various region-
al events so that Board members can attend various 
events and see firsthand how regions are doing, rather 
than holding every National Board meeting in Chicago, as 
has been the previous practice. Many of you may re-
member that Carrol and Steve Babinsky, National Chief 
Judge attended ours in the early spring. 
   Our Board meeting was held on Friday and the Grand 
Classic was held on Saturday as part of the Hilton Head 
Island Concours d’ Elegance weekend event. The venue 
on Hilton Head reminded me of our venue at The Inn at 
Rancho Santa Fe with the cars displayed on grass in a 
beautiful setting. This concours is an annual event and 
very well attended by thousands of people. The Florida 
region asked to hold their Grand Classic as part of the 
Concours and they were warmly welcomed to do so. 
Great exposure of Classic cars to the public is a benefit of 
holding a Grand Classic with another car event. Several of 
the prize-winning Classics are pictured on the next page.. 
   The concours ran Saturday and Sunday with the Grand 
Classic held in a separate area of the field from the other 
cars displayed. Again, I was reminded of our own La Jolla 
Concours in terms of crowd size, variety of cars displayed 
and the party atmosphere.  
   The Grand Classic Awards dinner was held at a beautiful 
country club on the island, after the event Saturday. The 
Concours continued into Sunday.  
   As part of the Concours, several local charities got to-
gether and threw a wine and food tasting party Friday 
night on the grounds of the local airport. We got the op-
portunity to go up in a Gulfstream G550, which was a  
treat, and we could walk among the beautiful automo- 

 
biles on display that evening too.  
Spoiler Alert 
    This beautiful Packard above that I saw on Friday night, 
on display is  not a Full Classic®! Hard to believe at first, 
right?! So what is it? 
   It is a 1936 Packard 120B, 2-door convertible owned by 
Steve and Barbara Burke. This car was shipped to Earl C 
Anthony, a famous auto dealer in Los Angeles back in the 
day. The car, ordered in this light yellow color, carries the 
rare ID from the original owner, Earl C Anthony. 
Research 
   After the party, I did a little research and here is what I 
found about the 120B’s: Between 1931 and 1934, Pack-
ard lost millions of dollars building the luxury Packard  
models and occasionally referred to as “senior” cars. The 
120 “junior” car helped the Packard Company extend its 
life with the first Packard under $1000. In 1936 fewer 
than 4000 luxury or senior Packards were built while over 
55,000 120 “juniors” came out of Detroit. (Clues here as 
to why the 120’s haven’t been accepted into the 
“authorized Classics”? Perhaps.  
   I also got curious and turned to our 2018 Handbook & 
Membership Roster to brush up on the process for deter-
mining a Full Classic®. Here is what I found: Over 60 years 
of careful consideration has gone into the classification 
procedure used by our Club. Our Club’s committee has 
made the commitment to consider all applications for 
consideration. The committee bases its recommendation 
on factors such as original cost, production figures, en-
gine size, chassis specifications, equipment, coachbuilder 
and several other factors. 
   The application for consideration can be found on page 
17 of the book. 
   So, if you would like the club to consider the ac-
ceptance of a car as a Full Classic® follow the procedures 
outlined and apply. 



1934 Mercedes-Benz 550k owned by JW Marriott, Jr.  1930 Duesenberg DC Pheaton, LeGrande owned by 

Dwight Schaubach, Norfolk, Virginia. 

1931 Cadillac Convertible Coupe owned by Jim Elliot 

of Yorktown, Virginia. 

1931 Packard Phaeton owned by John Schiech, Timo-

nium, Maryland. 

   Florida  Classics 

at Hilton Head 

   Bob DeFreitas, who used 

to be a SD/PS member, now 

of Seffner, Florida poses 

with his 1940 Cadillac at the 

Florida Region Grand Classic 

held at the CCCA National 

Meeting in Hilton Head, 

South Carolina. 

 

         Photos by Vicki Zeiger 



Festive Event Celebrates the Holidays 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

  

 

    Jim and Catherine  Woolsey are ready to party 
with the club at the Kona Kai Resort. 
 
   Classic Cars steal the show  as they cruise up to 
the Mission Bay restaurant . 

                                                                       by Jim Greene 
 

 Celebrating the winter holidays in a truly southern Califor-
nia fashion, the San Diego Region of the CCCA gathered 
at the Kona Kai Resort Restaurant in Mission Bay in  
December.   
   It was a beautiful sunny day in San Diego to be enjoy-
ing the Bay from our seats in the newly renovated Bali 
Hai restaurant, indulging in Sunday brunch.  The view of 
downtown across the bay of San Diego’s high-rise build-
ings was picture-postcard spectacular, a wonderful 
setting for our holiday gathering. Sixteen members in 
all came out to enjoy the frivolity and camaraderie (ok I 
am pouring it on thick.)  The Bali Hai does a great job 
with brunch including scrumptious carving stations, 
main courses, sides, salads, and deserts. 
  Carl and Vicki Zeiger brought their 1941 Cadillac Con-
vertible Sedan.  Tom O’Hara brought his 1934 Packard 
1100 Convertible Sedan.  Jim and Catherine Woolsey 
brought their 1935 Packard 1208 limousine. Additional-
ly, two other “older” cars showed up but these were 
non-classics.  Tim Pestotnik brought his fire-breathing 
1965 Pontiac GTO (nc) from the muscle car era.  Jim 
Greene and Don Williams brought their 1956 Cadillac 
Fleetwood Sixty Special (nc), painted a ridiculous (but 
factory-original) shade of light blue called Sonic Blue, 
from the “Easter Egg” era of excessive car design. 
  This was an enjoyable gathering of auto enthusiasts, 
which was purely social.  Which is to say no club 
“business” was conducted at the brunch. 

  Tom O’Hara and his guest Erin, Mike Adams and 
Dick Fuller enjoy the festivities at the Holiday Brunch. 



   The previous Classic Touring news-

letter began a series of  Coachbuilders 

& Stylists (referred to as CD’s) whose 

names were found in our members’ 

roster. The alphabetical listing, with a 

brief description of each continues 

here after Buehrig, Gordon, and only 

includes the 28 American designers. 

Foreign car CD’s may follow in subse-

quent issues. 

Brewster Company. Founded as the 

Brewster Carriage Co. by James Brew-

ster in 1810, in Connecticut then mov-

ing to Manhattan, then Long Island 

City until ending in 1940. Eventually 

evolving into designing high end cus-

tom bodies which included Marmon, 

Packard, Panhard, RR and Mercedes, 

as well as their own opulent and ex-

pensive namesake autos.    Many oth-

er CD’s began their careers with them 

e.g. Ray Dietrich, Thomas Hibbard, 

Harry Lonschein (Rollston founder) 

and Eugene “Bob “ Gregorie. The 1934 

convertible sedan, with the elongated 

heart shaped grill was perhaps their 

signature model. The Brewster green 

and black paint was also a trademark 

along with soft gray and black paint. 

   Howard A. “Dutch” Darrin -(1897-

1982) Born in Cranford, NJ to a family 

in the electrical switch business. He 

served in WWI in the Army Signal 

Corps. After that he began an airline 

business from NYC to Florida which he 

sold in 1921. He then began designing 

car bodies with the Brewster Co. 

where he crossed paths with LeBaron 

coachbuilder Thomas Hibbard, the 

same Hibbard that teamed with Ray 

Dietrich. The two opened a car design 

business in Paris, France in 1923.  

   In 1937 he returned to America and 

designed cars for Packard and celebri-

ties under the logo Darrin of Paris. His 

easily recognized Darrin dip is on 

many Packard doors belonging to the 

CCCA. He  was recognized by Syracuse 

University as a top 15 designer. 

Raymond H Dietrich- Born in 1894 

to a Bronx upholster,  became an en-

graver in his teens and trained at the 

Manhattan American Bank Note com-

pany. He was also a semi-pro baseball 

pitcher for 2 years which allowed him 

to afford a night school education in 

arts.  

   In 1913, at 17, he began with Brew-

ster Co. as a delineator, who created a 

full size side and front elevation draw-

ing once the designers had customer 

approval. A master craftsman would 

ultimately produce a finished body. 

    In 1917 Dietrich completed the NYC 

Mechanics Institute and left Brewster 

for 1 year and went with Chevrolet 

making assembly worker drawings 

then returned to Brewster. He then 

met Thomas L. Hibbard (1898-1982) 

and they became the best known 

coachbuilding  partnership. Marques 

included Lincoln, Franklin, Minerva, 

Hispano-Suiza and  the 1929 Packard, 

8, 645,DC Phaeton Deitrich below. 

Joseph Derham- (1865-1928) Based 

in Rosemont, Penn., founded in 1887 

to build carriages. With his 4 sons they 

built custom bodies for high end cars 

which included Duesenberg, Lincoln, 

Isotta-Fraschini and Packard Phaeton 

1708, Town Car 1507 & Sport Sedan 

1108 Models. Derham was the longest 

lived American body builders. The 

bodies ranged in price from 15—20K.                                                              

Cont. next page column 2 

   

by  Carl Stewart 

 

 

  TECH 

  CORNER                  by Carl Stewart            

American Coachbuilders and Stylists cont. 



   Evans Garage is a private family owned elegant mu-
seum featuring a world-class collection of classic & an-
tique cars, motorcycles, antique furniture and other 
period pieces. Displayed throughout are rare and beau-
tiful antiques and an eclectic collection of 
"conversation pieces". The Garage was built in 1983 to 
house the late Mr. Bill Evans Sr.’s collection of antique 
and classic cars. The collection and passion for col-
lecting has been passed down to his son, Bill Evans Jr. 
and family. It was decided to open the museum on a 
limited basis a few years ago. It is the wish of the Evans 
family to keep the location & existence of the Museum 
a "Hidden Gem" and very exclusive, only a few, select 
events are held here each year.  
   This museum is a time capsule filled with memories of 
the grand, gracious and elegant eras of the past. Inside 
are beautiful antique stained glass murals, classic cars 
and fire engines, clothing and tapestries dating back 
100 years, original automobile advertisements from the 
early 1900s -- and, suspended overhead, a 1917 air-
plane from the Royal Flying British Corps. 
   The Collection is priceless. It is constantly evolving, 
due to new acquisitions.  
   Indeed, throughout the Evans collection, one is 
charmed by the presentation of mannequins dressed in 
period costumes to stimulate your imaginations. Sever-
al are sporting firearms of the time, ranging from muz-
zle-loaded rifles of the turn of the Twentieth Century, 
to machine guns reminiscent of the prohibition wars of 
the 1920s. In a bid to entertain the ladies along with 
their automotive-oriented gentlemen, encircled by 
brass-era antiques, along with cars, fire trucks and mo-
torcycles of the inter-war period, and even a handful of 
post-war muscle cars and classics is a lovely vintage 
clothing display fondly referred to as Mrs. Evans’s living 
room.  
   A visit to the Evans Garage is a once in a lifetime op-
portunity to view this world-class collection of antiques 
and Classic, vintage automobiles.  

Evans Collection Tour 

Slated for Spring 

Evans Garage Tour 

Organized by Mike Adams 

Date to be Announced 

Reminder 
     If you have not already renewed your 
membership to National and the Region, 
give yourself a New Year gift by renewing 
today. 

Go to www.classiccarclub.org and renew.   

Packard Sports Sedan 1108 

Coach Builders and Stylists cont. 

   Fisher Body Company – Auto coach builders found-
ed in 1908 by the Fisher brothers in Detroit, Michigan. 
They were brought under the General Motors umbrel-
la in 1919. In 1925, Larry Fisher was appointed Presi-
dent of the Cadillac Division. He then oversaw the 
purchase of the Fleetwood Metal Co. by the Fisher 
Body Co.. The “Body by Fisher” medallion was the Ca-
dillac first mark of excellence. Thousands of automo-
biles would eventually bear the  Fisher name. By 1929 
G.M. had purchased all of the Fisher Body and Fleet-
wood stocks. From 1927 to 1934 all Cadillac series 
cars offered the Fleetwood bodies. Henry Fleetwood 
founded the Metal Co. in England, in the 19th century 
and built a variety of luxury cars through 1924. After 
1938, the only Fleetwood bodies were a series 75 or 
90 until 1947.  (See below) 
                Look for more  on coachbuilders next edition 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.classiccarclub.org&data=02%7C01%7C%7C461c43135ae34b510e6208d6611980a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636803159491243646&sdata=ArLf1qzEVxvm%2FXoJ%2FBzGouP%2FNDHPvyBjc5nr94al5RU%


Club Toured Only  

Yesterday Museum 

   Chuck pointed out the newer  features of the museum  to 
the club members there for the second  tour the club has 
taken.  His extraordinary collection of World War II memora-
bilia is in honor of those who served. 
 

Chuck then turned us over to Brian Pennings , a California 
Highway  Patrol Officer, who enjoyed the role of  museum 
docent in his off hours.  Brian gave us a memorable tour. 

   This 1934 Packard 12 is part of the Only Yesterday Collec-
tion of Classic Cars and other vehicles associated with our 
country’s transportation history. 
 

   Our region’s club had an outing to local member Chuck 

Spielman’s Only Yesterday Museum in October.  He greeted 

us at the door  of the new location for his military history 

museum and  car collection.               Photos by Carl Stewart 

   The 1930 Duesenberg above won Best in Class at Pebble 
Beach in 2011.  
   Below is a 1932 Auburn Boattail part of Chuck’s collection. 



 Classics and the Future 

Share the SD Auto Museum Floor 

   The current display running into mid January at the San Diego Auto Museum in Balboa Park is cele-
brating the 30th Anniversary of the institution.  All of the cars now on display have been featured before 
in a variety of  exhibitions. 

   (Rear L-R) 1931 Cord L-29 Phaeton, 1938 Delahaye Type 135 Roadster, and a 1947 Chrysler Town and Country 

which is newly recognized  as a Classic Car by the CCCA. 

  (Forefront) The Flaming Sword of Truth, a Steampunk Retro, is a crossing of the creativity of Jules Verne fantasy and 

fiction using today’s materials shows the beauty of custom building using a 1942  Fairchild /Ranger Aircraft engine.                  

                                                                                                                                                                        Photos by Carl Stewart 

 

 

 



 

 

On loan from Frank A. Leamy of San Diego 

SD Auto Museum Celebrates the Classics 

On loan from Robert McGinnis of San Diego 




