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An un-restored Classic Car at the Collection of Kent and Susan Riddle, Lowell, Michigan 
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San Diego/Palm Springs Region, Nick Fintzelberg, Larry and Jan 
Symons and Carl and I participated in the Michigan Region’s 
CARavan which took us along the beautiful shores of Western 
Michigan. As our host committee, Michigan Region was devoted 

to putting on a memorable tour….and did they ever succeed! 

   As a life-long resident of San Diego, this was only my second 
visit to Michigan. I found this area to contain picturesque rural 
roads and beautiful scenery-often of white, pristine beaches, light-
houses and the beginning of turning foliage. I won’t kid you, it was 
cold many days and we saw a few days of rain here and there but 
there were beautiful, sunny days as well…cool but sunny. Perfect, 
for us since we were missing the Southern California heat wave 

going on at home. 

   We started the tour at Wes Myrick’s Collection on Friday. The 
cars in the collection were stored and displayed in barns and 
other out-buildings and were either beautifully restored or were 
awaiting resurrection. Wes, a 90 year young collector was out 
talking to guests and roaming around his vast property and was 
truly a delight to meet. We then drove to Meijer Gardens. 
(Pronounced Meyer).  This was a masterpiece of art and nature 
including a premier horticulture display of gardens and sculpture, 
just outside of Grand Rapids. The Meijer family has been a promi-
nent family in Western Michigan, having founded the hypermarket 
concept under the family name. The concept of many stores un-
der one roof was put into place by this family in the mid-western 

states. 

   Saturday, our day started with a trip to the incredible collection 
of the OFF Brothers. The name OFF came from “Only For Fun”, a 
partnership created between two best friends, Bill Johnson and 
Ron Ellenbaas. They each locate cars they want to purchase and 
if one of them finds something they personally like they buy it 
without consulting the other partner. They then split the cost with 
the other “brother”-no questions asked. They said, under this 
method, they consider that they’re buying cars at a 50 % dis-
count!. The collection is along the banks of Gull Lake, considered 

the second best small lake in Michigan. 

   Then we had a stop at the fabulous Kellogg mansion for tea, 
coffee and donuts. The mansion was built by the cereal king in 
1925. The mansion was used for troop rehabilitation during WW II 

and was not lived in by the Kellogg’s after the 1950’s.  

   Lunch was at the Gull Lake Yacht Club on Gull Lake in Hickory 
Corners. And, of course since we were already in Hickory Cor-
ners, we toured the Gilmore Museum where the CCCA Museum 
is located. In addition to dropping in at the CCCA museum, we 
were able to tour the newly opened Lincoln Museum and get a 

peek at the new Cadillac Museum which will be opened shortly.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

                                                

We got the extra added benefit of being guests at the Parfet Pri- 

vate Collection on the grounds of the Gilmore- the family that 

founded the Gilmore Museum. 

   Sunday, we visited the Gerald R Ford Presidential Museum 
where the Fords are buried. It was very introspective to re-live the 
Watergate days and remember Ford’s pardon of Nixon. Everyone 

felt just a little more patriotic after seeing the exhibit. 

   Monday was the first day we drove out of the Grand Rapids 
area….and yes, there is a river running through the city and there 
are big rapids right in the middle of town. Monday we took our first 
long drive of 174 miles to Manistee-a Victorian Port City which is 
a step back in time. Along the way we saw two historic light-
houses: the North Breakwater and the Big Sable Point Light-
house. Carl and I climbed the 350 stairs up to the top of the North 
Breakwater Lighthouse for a tremendous view of the Michigan 

coastline.  

   Tuesday, we drove 143 miles with our first stop at the Sleeping 
Bear National Dunes and the Pierce Stocking Scenic drive. We 
ended the day at the Grand Traverse Resort in Traverse City 

which was to become our home base for three nights. 

   Wednesday was to be a free day where we enjoyed a great 
drive out to the Old Mission Peninsula where we were guests at 
the Chateau Chantel, a local winery. Our night started with a BBQ 

dinner hosted by Hagerty Insurance at their collection. 

   Thursday was another long drive of 188 miles, but an incredibly 
beautiful one. We roamed through quaint towns and villages, trav-
elled by Victorian styled homes and drove on the famous “Tunnel 
of Trees”-which clearly lived up to its name. We also traveled 
through notable towns including Petoskey and Charlevoix. We 
ended our day with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres on the lawn at 

the Music House Museum.  

   Friday we set out for John Nichols Auto woodworking-think 
Woody Wagons. John Nichols has been restoring cars and guitar 
woodworks for 50 years. He specializes in veneering any surface-
wood, metal, and plastic and so on; to match original panels with 
a lustrous, high built gloss or satin. He works on all types of cars. 
A real highlight for Carl was an evening picnic on Crescent Beach 

in Onekama. 

   Saturday, the final day included rotational tours to several inter-
esting collections. The Farewell Dinner was held at the Shoreline 

Inn in Muskegon. 

   The best thing about touring is the friends you make or get re-
acquainted with. There are two great tours planned for 2015 that I 

hope you will consider attending. Check the Bulletin for details.     

   Hope to see you on one or both of them.                                Vicki                

 CARavan Toured Sights and  Classic Car Collections 
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San Diego/Palm Springs Region 

Classic Car Club of America® 

Local Board of Directors 

Director … Nick Fintzelberg … ( 619 ) 222-0072 

Ass ’ t Dir. & Webmaster … Carl Zeiger … czeiger@cox.net 

Treasurer … Jim Bowersox … b2924@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter … Denise Stewart … denise.stewart@hotmail.com 

Tour Director … Robert Steiner … rsteiner@mckennalong.com 

Secretary … Don Williams … cadlincpierce@aol.com 

Board Member ... Jim Green … cadlincpierce@aol.com 

Membership … Barbara Daigle … Barbara.Daigle@uav.com 

Board Member … D. David France … d.davidfrance@dc.rr.com 

Alt. Bd. Member … Bill Manishor… billmanishor@sbcgobal.net 

Alt. Bd. Member … Sean McNew … mcnewse@hotmil.com 

Alt. Bd. Member ...Todd Schonenberg … schoneys@cox.net 

                                                                                                             

                           Calendar of Events      by Bob Steiner 

 

                    June 29  Seminar on CCCA Judging by Eric Voigt at Joan’s home 3688 Lancewood Way, Fallbrook 

                    July 4  Ranch Santa Fe July Fourth Parade 

                    July 26  Electric Carnival and Tour 

                 Aug 17 Pebble Beach Concours,  

                    August 30 Living Coast Discovery Center 

                 Sept.14 Palos Verdes Concours at the Trump Golf Course 

                 Oct.  Annual Meeting at Hernandez Hideaway, Lake Hodges after drive from Mission Bay 

                Nov. 9 Car Show for fun at Leo Carrillo Ranch, Carlsbad 

                    Dec.6 Annual Christmas Party , Coronado Golf Course 

                      

   Ed Lail       

 

 

 

Local CCCA member Ed Lail 

passed away at home on July 22, 2014 

after a brief illness, one week after cele-

brating his 90th birthday .  He was a 

graduate of the University of Virginia and 

served as a tail gunner in the Army Air 

Force during World War II.  After the 

war, he worked for A T & T for 37 years 

in various management positions. 

Over the years Ed, who was a mem-

ber of the Lincoln Owners Club and the 

CCCA, drove his Lincoln in countless 

parades and dozens of tours, shows, wed-

dings and celebrations.  His Lincoln was 

also in the movies Eleanor & Franklin, 

Tora, Tora, Tora as well as several TV 

productions.  

   Ed is survived by his wife Ginny, 

his son Russ and wife Cindy, daughter 

Carrier Reichert and husband Barry, four 

grandchildren and four great grandchil-
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 For those who missed the 
very interesting tour to the Liv-
ing Coast Discovery Center at 
the end of August, you missed 
a wonderfully educational tour 
of this little known nature pres-
ervation location.  Hosted by 
the Steiners, the location is a 
wonderfully preserved marsh-
land off the I-5 and between 
shipping docks and a popular 
marina but it looks like the bay 
of centuries ago. 
   At the board meeting on 
Aug.30 following our tour of 
the Living Coast Discovery 
Center, our discussion cen-
tered around our upcoming 
regional election which will be 
held with the Oct. tour hosted 
by Don Williams and Jim 
Green.   
   We voted to host a Grand 
Classic in 2016 and settled on 
early spring for the event. 
North County was decided as 
the favored location and a 
choice will be made between 
Rancho Santa Fe and Rancho 
Bernardo Inns.  Both have 
much going for them and hotel 
rates are favorable at that time 
of year.  Once we confirm the 
location and date, we will be-
gin our long-range planning 
and hopefully get our usual 
enthusiastic support  from lo-
cal members. 
   If any of you have not at-
tended a CCCA National An-
nual Meeting I encourage you 
to give serious thought to at-
tending the upcoming one in 
March in Savannah, GA.  It will 
be entertaining, educational 
and a chance to see Classics 
that usually only come out for 
major concours. The March 
date was chosen so we could 
also attend the second most 
prestigious concours after 
Pebble Beach, Amelia Island.  
That event begins just after 
our CCCA Annual Meeting 
ends. This can be a two for  

 
one experience. 
  The drive along the Georgia 
coast to the northern tip of 
Florida ( Amelia Island)  is as 
beautiful as California ’ s Cen-
tral Coast drive, but with an 
Atlantic Ocean flavor. 
   The very name Annual Meet-
ing is a serious put-off, but 
what to call it? It is a meeting 
and it is held annually.  The 
reason these Annual Meetings 
are so well attended is that the 
tours arranged to  enable you 
to see all of the highlights of 
the host city, great social 
events every  
evening, and a chance to see 
old friends and meet new peo-
ple with a similar interest in 
fine cars.  Plus, we will see 
cars from a distant part of the 
country. 
   The Club Bulletin has the 
sign-up forms and all of the 
information needed.  If this one 
is anything like last year ’ s 
meet in Naples, Florida, it is a 
guaranteed winner. 
   I will be on the Michigan 
CARavan, another coastal tour 
on  the west coast of Lake 
Michigan.  Having lived in Chi-
cago for a year, I know that the 
lake can behave like an ocean 
and sometimes unexpectedly 
be very stormy.  Local mem-
bers are joining me there. 
    CARavans are the strength 
of this club and this will be my 
27th. I gave the trusty Cadillac 
a rest this year and I am taking 
the Chrysler Town & Country 
convertible. 
   Don ’ t miss the upcoming 
local tour; it ’ s a place you 
probably haven ’ t been  in a 
long time and maybe not at all. 
The little village where it is has 
a flamboyant past, but a re-
spectable present. One more 
hint. It looks out over a disap-
pearing lake. If you know local 
water history, I gave you the 
best clue.  

 

Nick Fintzelberg 

Local Director 

Founding Member of the SD/PS 

Region 

Past National President CCCA 

Classic Touring is a publication of the San 

Diego/Palm Springs Region of the Classic 

Car Club of America.  No re-use of material 

contained here is permitted without permis-

sion of the editor. 

Director’s 

Message 

1930 Cord Cabriolet shown at CARavan 
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The interest in Electric Cars continues  to grow.  

The newspapers report that Tesla is planning on 

spending billions in the near future on battery tech-

n o l o g y  a n d   m a n u f a c t u r e . 

   A very good friend is a car enthusiast.  He now 

owns several electric cars and discovered that, with 

government subsidies, he calculates that the first 

year of ownership is free!   I have ridden in two 100% 

electric cars (Fiat-Chrysler and Tesla) and have ex-

perienced the incredible acceleration from its torque. 

   A convenient assembly point for this tour to Barona 

Drag Strip was Fletcher Cove in Solana Beach. Our 

route was to stay off the freeways, and drive through 

Rancho Santa Fe, approximately 40 miles, to the 

Drag Strip on the Barona Indian Reservation.  My 

friend had arranged for admission for CCCA mem-

bers, and had set up awnings for shade on the paved 

parking lot near the bleachers.  It was a clear hot 

summer Saturday.  Sandwiches and beverages were 

p r o v i d e d  f o r  a  l i g h t  l u n c h . 

   It was a race day. The conventional competitors, in 

a haze of noise and smoke, were making final adjust-

ments to their dragsters.  Meanwhile, despite the 

noise, my friend made a presentation to our mem-

bers about battery technology, and electric motor 

technology.  We had hoped to allow each of our 

members the opportunity to drive or ride in a 100% 

electric car and feel the incredible acceleration, but 

unfortunately matters got too involved for hands-on 

experience.  (My friend offered to set up another 

event where we could each experience driving a 

1 0 0 %  e l e c t r i c  c a r . ) 

    

 

For some of us, this was our first experience in  

competitive drag racing as well as with electric 

cars.   The large batteries were to be seen in the Fiat

-Chrysler parked next to the awnings.  My friend dis-

played various sizes of batteries, even to very small 

powerful batteries for model airplanes.  He explained 

the conversion of his BMW racer to 100% electric 

which had recently clocked the fastest lap at Laguna 

Seca few days earlier.  

  The first competition on the Drag Strip was be-

tween a Tesla and my friend's converted BMW.   The 

two competitors drove into position, the starting pro-

cedure then gave them the green light.   In total si-

lence the two competitors leapt forward, and the 

Tesla proved to be slightly faster. These two cars 

squared off for two more tests, and each time the 

Tesla was slightly faster.  The Tesla time was 6.11, 

6.17 and 6.18 seconds, essentially 89 mph.  The 

Tesla was faster in terms of elapsed time (et) than 

80% of the dragsters. This is probably because the 

full electric potential is available to the electric motor 

almost instantly, whereas an internal combustion en-

gine takes a finite amount of time to reach full torque. 

   By contrast, when it was the turn for the conven-

tional dragsters to race, they were very loud, gener-

ating clouds of smoke from spinning drag slicks, as 

t h e y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e i r  h e a t s . 

   It had been an exciting day, and it was time to pack 

up and go home.   We took our classic south on 

Wildcat Canyon Road for a beautiful drive to San 

Diego and home.     

 

                     Contributed by Bob & Ann Steiner 

 

Local Classics  

Drive to the 

Future 

Electric car technology  is  ex-
plained to Classic Car Club mem-
bers  with a look at the batteries 
and cars that race at Barona 
Speedway.  (See far right.) 
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Our Region’s Mem-

bership Continues to 

Grow and Flourish      
by Barbara Daigle, Membership                
 

   Our membership this year has continued to grow 

and we are now at total of 141 members - that’s up 

from 136 last year. This is really good news, because 

as you are aware our National Club has seen an over-

all decrease in membership, primarily because of our 

aging demographics.  San Diego / Palm Springs is 

one of the most active CCCA regions and continues 

to show our improvement in all areas recognized by 

the many awards we received at the Annual Meeting 

in January. Our ability to continue to increase mem-

bership is rewarding and a positive direction for our 

club. 

   I personally enjoy the job as I get to put names to 

faces when we have our tours or meet at a Concours 

or Grand Classic. I encourage you to reach out to oth-

ers you know that may have an interest in the Clas-

sics and provide them a membership application 

(found inside your roster) or simply check out our 

website or call me - I can help them out with the proc-

ess. And remember, you don’t have to own a Classic 

to be in the club. Simply an interest makes anyone 

eligible. It’s a great place to learn about the cars, the 

history and the abundance of resources provided with 

the publications and those “veterans” of the many 

years of collecting, driving and restoring Classic Cars. 

   New Member  in Palm Springs George Sellers says the 
paint job on his 1931 Lincoln K Le Baron convertible road-
ster  looks  original. The car was first purchased in Port-
land, Oregon, but now resides in Palm Springs. 

Living Coast Discovery Center Trip 

 A little known, but wonderfully educational, nature 

preserve on the edge of Chula Vista and National 

City hosted the club on Aug.30 for a morning of 

learning about wildlife in the marshland.  

A borrowing owl  peeked out at us from his home. 

Hiding among the rushes, an egret keeps an eye on us. 
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The board meeting was held combined 

with a tour for the club, as is our aspired 

plan. This prevents, as it did today, the 

inconvenience to members of calling a 

separate board meeting on a different 

date. 

Today we visited the Sweetwater 

Marsh National Wildlife Refuge in Chula 

Vista. Following a tour of the facility for 

members present, the board meeting was 

held in a meeting room that the refuge 

facility made available to the club. Subse-

quent to the board meeting members went 

to a nearby restaurant for lunch. 

Director Nick Fintzelberg called the 

meeting to order, and began with a brief 

three-item agenda. These items were (1) 

when and where will the San Diego have 

its regional grand classic in 2016 (2)when 

and where shall we have our annual meet-

ing for 2014 and (3) finding a way to return 

to the (by-law mandated) pattern of elect-

ing three board members each successive 

calendar year. 

Regarding the first item, there has 

been discussion (at National Club level) of 

the possibility of having the 2016 Grand 

Classic in Palm Springs. This was elabo-

rated upon by Nick. In the San Diego re-

gion there are two possibilities at present 

that offer good prospects for a potential 

site for the Grand Classic. These are the 

Inn at Rancho Santa Fe, which has been a 

good location for past grand classics, and 

the Rancho Bernardo Inn.  Following dis-

cussion, the question was put to a vote. It 

was decided unanimously to  have the 

2016 Grand Classic in San Diego. The 

final location (and the specific March date) 

in San Diego area will be determined by 

comparing what the Inn at RSF and the 

Rancho Bernardo Inn have to offer, and at 

what cost. 

Regarding the second item, a tour on 

Sunday October 19 is scheduled for lunch 

at Hernandez Restaurant in Escondido, at 

Lake Hodges. That facility offers a sepa-

rate dining area for our club (as they have 

done in the past) making it easy to incor-

porate the Annual Meeting into this lunch 

event. This date and location was agreed 

to by members present. A flyer will be sent 

out to members next week.  

The third agenda item, specifically the 

issue of returning to electing three new 

board members to the nine member board 

each year, was presented by Club Secre-

tary Don Williams, with very useful input 

and documentation from Barbara Daigle. 

At the end of 2014, using the old schedule 

of elections, which is no longer to be the 

pattern, only one board member would be 

up for re-election. This is Denise Stewart. 

Two more board members need to be (re)

elected at the end of 2014 for terms en-

compassing 2015, ’16, and ’17. These two 

will (arbitrarily, and with agreement from 

the two members) be Don Williams and 

Jim Greene. This creates three names for 

the term beginning 2015. 

Using the old system, 6 members 

would have been up for (re) election for 

terms encompassing 2016, ’17 and 18. 

Three of these are Barbara Daigle, David 

France, and Carl Zeiger. The term dates 

for these three will be unchanged. Two 

others would have been Don Williams and 

Jim Greene, who will be up for re-election, 

as stated in the prior paragraph, for 2015, 

instead of 2016, to help with the 3-3-3 

sought-for election pattern. The 6th person 

previously scheduled for re-election for 

2016 was Nick Fintzelberg, who will be 

moved to 2017. Thus there will be three 

names for the term beginning 2016. 

Two more members were due for re-

election for 2017, ’18, and ‘19.  These are 

Jim Bowersox and Bob Steiner.  Nick 

Fintzelberg will be moved to the ’17, ’18 

and ’19 slot. Thus there will be three 

names for the term beginning in 2017.  

In summary:  

For the three year term beginning 

2015, ballot names will be Denise Stewart, 

Don Williams, and Jim Greene. 

For the three year term beginning 

2016, ballot names will be Barbara Daigle, 

David France, and Carl Zeiger. 

For the three year term beginning 

2017, ballot names will be Jim Bowersox, 

Bob Steiner and Nick Fintzelberg. 

In order to maintain this 3-3-3 election 

pattern, resigning member’s terms filled by 

a newly elected member will go only for 

the remainder of the resigned persons 

(unserved) term. The club can, thereby, 

preserve 3-3-3 elections. 

Regarding board members and terms, 

the Alternate Board Member plan initiated 

last year had each term lasting for one 

year only. An agenda item for the Annual 

Meeting will be whether we want to leave 

these terms at one year, or extend them. 

This brought to an end the discussion of 

board member elections. 

 Don brought up an agenda item for 

the Annual Meeting on October 19. This 

will be how many club events members 

want each year. In the past we considered 

six events as a number that club members 

and people putting on the events could 

comfortably manage. This year it appears 

to be once-a-month. 

Finally, Bob Steiner announced (as 

has been announced on an email club 

announcement) that there is an “Electric 

Car Event” on Tuesday September 9, at 

5:30. The goal is to give each interested 

attendee an opportunity to drive an electric 

(NC) car. Bob asked for interested per-

sons to RSVP. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Williams, SDPS CCCA Club 

Secretary.    August 30, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the road to Viejas Casino with the 

SD/PS CCCA .            Photo by Sean McNew 
 

SD/PS CCCA                     BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
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Coachmaker 

Brunn, Designer 

for the Rich and 

Famous    by Carl Stewart 

In the first quarter issue of 
Classic Touring, Barbara Brunn 
Whiteman,  of  the Brunn 
Coachbuilder family originally  
from Buffalo, N.Y., was intro-
duced. Due to space restraints in 
the second quarter issue part two 
was forced to be moved to this 
issue.  Barbara and husband John 
are members of our CCCA region 
and are listed in our membership 
roster. If anyone is interested in 
talking to her she would be very 
happy to hear from you. 

As stated in part one, confu-
sion reigns in the Brunn family 
tree with spelling (2 nn’s or 1)and 
middle initials (A or C) the only 
difference for 3 generations of Her
(r)man(n), Henry or Harry. So if 
you see different ways of spelling 
you will understand. This also lets 
me off the hook for typos. Right? 

When Barbara’s granddad 
Hermann A. Brunn began his 
Brunn and Company  auto design 
and coach building business he 
brought Victor Lang on board. Mr. 
Lang played a significant role in 
every phase of the Brunn busi-
ness and stayed with the com-
pany until the end, being the last 
employee to leave.   

Quoting the Brunn of Buffalo-
book, Herman A. was “a lover of 
Arts & Broadway when living in 
N.Y.C. and subconsciously trans-
mitted his artistic sensitivity into 
the aesthetics of creative auto de-
sign”. He was also “a master of 
color and innovator in the use of 
materials.”He loved some Euro-
pean designed cars so he trav-
eled to Europe to study car de-
signs, seeking new inspirations.  

Examples of Brunn and com-
pany are 2 separate bodies of un-
equaled luxury made for Mrs. Les-
lie Carter’s two new Thomas Fly-
ers. The finest imported tapestries 
and upholstery fabrics graced the 
interior of these cars and 
Hermann’s use of four doors … 
was two years ahead of  the U.S. 
styling trend. You get a feel of 
what he was about.  

By the way, Mrs. Carter was a 
famous leading actress of her 
time. So famous that Alphonse 
Mucha, the father of art nouveau, 
did a rendering of her (titled 
“Leslie Carter”). Her husband was 
of the Carter’s Little Liver Pill fam-
ily.  

Other U.S. customers of 
Brunn included Katherine Hep-
burn, Katherine Cornell, Irving 
Berlin, John Barrymore, Glenn 
Curtiss, Gen. John Pershing, 
Ralph Pulitzer, Mrs. Stetson, John 
Underwood, and E. L. Cord, father 
of Cord automobiles. 

 Some International customers 
included Mrs. Victor Herbert, 
Countess de Adanero, of Spain, 
Baron Robert Rothschild, Count 
Otani and Saki of Japan, King 
Carol of Romania, and King 
George of Greece.  

Also a 1930 Duesenberg 
Town Brougham for King Victor 
Emmanuel III of Italy, a 1930 
Pierce Arrow Town car for Raza 
Khan the Shah of Persia. This car 
was world famous as you would 
expect a diamond studded car to 
be.  And it was dubbed the rolling 
Taj Mahal. Cost? $20,000, before   
attachment of the jewels.  

 Brunn and Co. also designed 

a Duesenberg Torpedo Phaeton 
with a $19k  price tag for Mark 
Lawrence. This car actually took 
shape on the drawing board of 
Gordon Buehring, later to gain 
fame for his 1936 Cord.  

Going back to 1921 a major 
customer that provided a financial 
base for Hermann A. was Henry 
M. Leland of airplane fame. He 
wanted Hermann A. to design his 
new luxury dream car, the Lincoln.  
Leland had already founded the 
Cadillac Motor Car. To satisfy 
Leland’s initial requirements 
twelve body types were designed 
and engineered by Brunn and Co. 
The ultimate success of the Lin-
coln was assured in March 1922 
when Leland awarded the Ameri-
can Body Co. of Buffalo $1 million 
dollars to produce the cars.  

 In 1923, Henry Ford, realizing 
the potential of a luxury car, 
bought out Leland’s company. 
And they took off. Brunn and Co. 
built a body for a 1923 Hispano 
Suiza for Edsel Ford. All these 
years saw Hermann C Brunn, 
Barbara’s dad as a key Lincoln 
designer and he formed a close 
relationship with Edsel Ford. 

 When the depression years 
hit the auto, industry it was clear 
that the Classic period of auto de-
sign was winding down. Edsel 
Ford admired Herman C.’s de-
signs and offered him a position in 
the Ford Motor Co. Design Center 
in Detroit, Michigan.  Herman C. 
began there in 1944 and he en-
joyed a 26 year career until his 
retirement in 1970.  

 

                        Photos on p.9 
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Brunn designed  1932 Duesenberg Torpedo Phaeton  &  King Emanuel III’s 1930 Duesenberg  Town Brougham 

 

 

 

(Left) Painting 
at the CCCA 
Museum, the 
Turnquists in 
NYC.  

(Right) John 
White and Ei-
leen Schuering  
with his 1941 
Cadillac at the 
Gilmore Mu-
seum. 
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                                                                       by Carl Stewart 

          For more info contact: classic.carl@hotmail.com 

   All CCCA members know that there are many 

considerations and decisions to make when pur-

chasing our collector cars. This issue of Classic 

Touring  will present researching, inspection, and 

valuation concerns condensed from Hagerty Insur-

ance pamphlets which are available from Hagerty. 

Next issue, tips concerning  transportation, towing, 

taking your car abroad, protection at home, financ-

ing, selling and more will be presented. Again, nei-

ther Classic Touring or the San Diego/Palm Springs 

region is attempting to promote Hagerty, but the 

pamphlets (we have 18 different titles) contain ex-

cellent information so we thought a brief  compila-

tion on some of them would be of interest to our 

members. 

   1– Research; The mantra of all serious collectors 

is research , research and more research. Nothing 

beats being well informed about the car you’re con-

sidering buying. Reading Marque or model books 

found on google.com, amazon.com or motor-

books.com can get you started. Other sources are 

http://autos.groups.yahoo.com.. An index of discus-

sion groups, hagerty.com/resources provides a list-

ing by states, and hemmings.com has a directory. 

Next, when acquiring a car ask for all car related 

documentation. You should have the year, make, 

model, VIN and service/restoration records, prior 

owners, and photos if possible. 

   Learn the strengths/weaknesses, and problems/

idiosyncrasies associated with the target car as well 

as valuation.  

   It is always risky to buy a car unseen. Hire an ex-

pert or send a knowledgeable friend to see it if you 

can’t go yourself. 

   2– Inspection basics– Inspection categories to 

consider in Hagerty’s checklist. Vehicle description -

i.e. name, make, model, year, VIN, etc., Body- panel 

gaps, scratches, rough edges, rust, evidence of body 

filler, etc., Paint- overspray, grit in surfaces, gloss, 

bubbles, wavy appearance, etc.,  Glass and trim, top 

and interior fabrics, undercarriage and suspension, 

engine and drive train, cosmetics, leaks, belts and 

hoses, modifications and brakes.  

   If you are planning to show your car look for pristine 

condition and original equipment/parts. There are also 

pros that specialize in inspecting and appraising vehi-

cles. Again, it pays to know as much as you can about 

a specific vehicle before you look at your first one. 

   3– Valuation– The three C’s step approach; Classi-

fication, Condition and Comparables. 

Classification– What is the car and does it have com-

ponents and markings. 

Condition– The physical state of the car, cosmetic ap-

pearance, historical accuracy and mechanical opera-

tion. 

Compareables– The value of similar vehicles recently 

sold. 

Price guides– Its best to refer to several guides and 

average the prices. Some popular guides are (all 

www.) carsthatmatter.com, nadaguides.com, collec-

torcarmarket.com, Krause.com/static/cars.htm and  

manheimgold.com. There are also many auction web-

sites, Hagerty lists 9. 

Paperwork, ex. title, registration and bill of sale, are 

obviously a critical elements. Also wise to ask for sell-

ers legal identification and proof of address. Copy 

drivers license number. Compare VIN to documenta-

tion. Walk away if you are uncomfortable or not sure.  

 

Guidelines  

For 

Buying a Classic   

  
SD/PS Annual Meeting Sun. Oct 19 at 10 am 
 Mission Bay Info Ctr. East Mission Bay Dr off I-5 at Clairemont Dr.      

 Depart 10:30 for Hernandez Hideaway, 10320 Lake Dr., Escondido 

 Off Del Dios Highway by Lake Hodges 

 RSVP barbara.daigle@uav.com or 760-310-1976 
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We stock hundreds of hard-to-find restoration supplies and 

accessories: 
 

Vintage floor coverings, red radiator hose, corrosion-free coolant, unique 
selection of sheet and bar stock, trunk hardware, copper gaskets, red fiber 

washers, hose clamps, lubrication fittings, horn bulbs & tubing & parts, electrical 
fittings, battery cable, primary wire, spark plug cable & connectors, bakelite 

plugs, wire loom & conduit, hood strap springs, body & running board moldings, 
body cushion & hood lace, shock strapping, brass hardware, high head & 

specialty bolts, NOS light bulbs of all types, etc. 
 

Call us today for our 40-page illustrated catalog or visit our website to download 
one. 

 
 

Restoration Supply Company 
15182 B Highland Valley Rd., Escondido, CA 92025 

 

         Phone:  (800) 306-7008      info@RestorationStuff.com 

         Fax:      (760) 739-8843      www.RestorationStuff.com 

We are the hardware store you have 

been looking for with the correct parts 

for your Brass and Vintage restoration 

project! 
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